











THE 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 


UNDER THE SANCTION OF 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 














=) . Price Fi Stamped. 
Vol. 3, No. 11—New Series.) NOVEMBER 1, 1855, J Tyice Romcpenge Stameat 
CONTENTS. 
PAGE PAGE 
ls tsnsbdnecednmhvadntnan>okee? 241 | Original Correspondence..............e000 257 
Slave Seizure (Passmore Williamson). ...... 243 | Poetry—The Slave Mother’s Lament........ 259 
Notice to Subscribers and Friends .......... SOO Freee Bis) 0 dain Taivcaniebe case cauee 260 
Another British Slaveholder............-.. 250 | British Abolitionist Movements............ 261 
Annexation of Cuba ........cccccccccovees 251 | Advertisements: 
Abolition of Slavery in Cuba...........+++: 254 | Douglass’ Paper—National Era—Slave Life 
The Slave-trade to Cuba.......c..sececeees 255 BE UR a nccsccescccustegecacevesse 263 
GS 5 ba. 3 ba cu denenbe crkakcheteeeccaten 257 











THE MAROONS. 


CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 
THE CONDEMNATION. 


Tue news of the shipwreck and arrest of the 
three fugitives soon spread, and a great com- 
motion took place amongst the inhabitants of 
the island. There was a great gathering of 
them, and the principal and most influential 
having been selected to deliberate, they re- 
solved to present themselves to the authori- 
ties, and demand the condemnation to death 
of the three Maroons. 

“We must make an example of them,” 
said they, peremptorily : “we must have an 
example, and a severe one, under such cir- 
cumstances. The stocks, the dungeon, the 
picket, chains, horns and bells, all these are 
ordinary punishments, and they are insuf- 
ficient. We want something else. We must 
strike terror into the heart of these negroes, 
so that they may be deterred from making 
any more such attempts, and even despair of 
success should they do so. We demand, 
therefore, that these wretches may have their 
limbs broken, and that they be then decapi- 
tated; otherwise the colony will be lost; 
marooning will become general; and as the 
slave-trade is abolished, we shall get no 
slaves to replace those who run off. Death 
to these wretches, Die they must.” 

M., Zézé Delinpotant was himself the first 
to express this sanguinary and brutal wish, 
and to renounce his right of property in the 
accused ; orrather in the spinel emned, 
The Procureur Général* opposed the propo- 





* This office is unknown in England. He is 
the Public Prosecutor.—[Ep. A.S.R.] 





sition at first, thinking no doubt that the 
chastisement demanded was somewhat too 
severe, and savoured too much of barbarous 
times ; but they called him an abolitionist, and 
threatened to expel him from the island ; 
wherefore “ he resigned himself,” as he said, 
“to the melancholy duty” of og the 
fugitives, not with all the rigour of the laws, 
but with all the inhumanity of the master. 
In consequence, the three poor Malagassays 
were tried: that is to say, they were brought 
up before a sham court, and an old statute 
was disinterred, upon which, “ for the crime 
of having sought to run away from their 
master,” they were condemned to suffer the 
extreme penalty: just as the inhabitants of 
the island had demanded. 

“T thank you, good whites,” exclaimed 
the Sacalave, when sentence was pronounced : 
“JT thank you. You have drunk my tears 
and profited by the sweat of my body: you 
have eaten up my strength, my courage, 
every thing even to robbing me of my na- 
tural liberty. Now, you want my blood ; 
you seek my life. So much the better. Thank 
you. So much the better. At any rate—I 
shall no longer see what I cannot look at 
without invoking a curse upon—you-——” 

He was stopped, for two gens d’armes seized 
him and put a gag in his mouth. They 
then conveyed him and his companions, the 
Antacime and the Amboilame, to prison, 
where they loaded them with irons. 

Meanwhile the scaffold was being erected 
on the sea-shore, on the very spot where the 
unfortunates had been taken. The execu- 
tioner, too, was very busy preparing himself 
for his horrid task, by sharpening his axe. 
The last time he had employed it, he had 
struck the neck of his victim seven times 
without accomplishing the frightful ope- 
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ration, and only succeeded at last by saw- 
ing off the head, as it were. He spoke of 
this “accident,” as he styled it, to the by- 
standers, and said * he did not intend to male 
such a mess of it this time.” 

The execution had been appointed to take 
place the same day, but in consequence of 
unexpected delays in the getting up of the 
apparatus of death, it was obliged to be de- 
ferred till the next morning. The imhabi- 
tants received due notice of the postponement, 
and at the same time they were enjoined to 
bring as many of their slaves as they could, 
to the place of execution, in order that they 
might receive a salutary impression from the 
terrible sight in store for them. 

Early the next day, the executioner, ac- 
companied by his assistants, proceeded to the 
dungeon in which the three captives were 
contined. He found them sound asleep. He- 
shook them roughly to awaken them, saying, 
in a bantering tone : 

“TI beg pardon, my friends, for disturbing 
you, but it is time to prepare you for your 
journey.” 

“ Pardon, indeed,” exclamed the Sacalave : 
“it is we, on the contrary, who ought to ask 
you pardon for giving you so much trouble, 
and for asking you, if you will be so good, 
here as at yonder place, to get over the bu- 
siness as quickly as you can, and not to hack 
us to pieces.” 

“Oh, be easy, my boys,” replied the exe- 
cutioner : “I see you are all brave. But I 
have had an eye to your request—I sharpened 
up my axe yesterday. Tt has an edge like a 
razor. If you’ll only promise not to budge, 
you Shall see how cleverly 17ll dispatch 

ou. 

And all the while he was speaking, he and 
his assistants busied Diemanstvs binding the 
arms of the victims, to prepare them for the 
coming sacrifice. 

These preliminaries were soon over, and 
the three men were removed from the dun- 
geon. They were conducted along the pas- 
sages of the building, through a double file 
of negroes, all chained, to the vaulted gate of 
the prison, where a picket of mounted gens 
d’armes were in waiting to escort them to 
the place of execution. 

As they were on the point of leaving, one 
of them turned about and addressed the 
porter of the prison : 

“We ask a favour of you,” he said. “ You 
are a kind-hearted fellow. You gave us to 
eat and to drink, and you gave us such food 
as we never had in our lives before. Besides 
this, you never annoyed us in any way, but, 
on the contrary, were always considerate. 
Receive our thanks, and our last farewell, 
and—and—shake hands with us all.” 

The porter was an old soldier who had 
os in the ranks of the French army, and 
could not find it in his heart to refuse so 
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simple a request, though in complying with 
it, he ~~ all the notions of colonial pro- 
prety. e was touched by their mis- 
ortunes, their courage, and their resigna- 
tion, and with tears in his eyes he shook 
hands with them each, as though they had 
been his comrades in arms, and were on the 


int of being shot. He did more. He 
looted the officials to let them stay a minute, 
which favour being granted, he ran to a cup- 
board and fetched out a bottle of arrack. ‘To 
each of them he gave a glass, taking one 
himself. 

“Well, good bye, good bye, brave lads,”’ 
he said. “Some day the roll-call will be 
beaten up above for me, and I hope we may 
all meet there again. Drink, lads, it will 
give you courage.” 

“No, no!” said the Sacalave. “ We drink 
to oblige you, not to get courage. We drink 
because you give us a friend’s farewell and 
the stirrup-cup. Good bye, and thank you.” 

In like manner, the two others addressed 
him, and at length the prison gates were 
thrown open, and the gloomy procession set 
out. The three slaves were on foot, and 
walked erect and with a firm step between 
two files of gens d’armes and police. The 
executioner followed them, holding a cord 
which bound the three together, and car- 
rying slung across his shoulder like a 

me-bag, u huge leathern pouch, from the 
mouth of which might be seen protruding 
the handle of the fatal axe. 

From the prison to the place of execution 
there was a distance of twelve miles to go. 
All along the road, from Saint Denis to Saint 
Suzanne, a crowd of persons of both sexes, 
of all shades of colour, and of every con- 
dition, had congregated, some out of curio- 
sity and to gratify a morbid pleasure, and 
others because they had been constrained to 
come. Many jeered at the unfortunate 
fugitives, casting the most offensive epithets 
in their teeth, and making game of the re- 
sult of their late attempt to escape from 
bondage. Others, however, looked at them 
sorrowfully, pitying them from the bottom 
of their hearts, but stifling their feelings lest 
they should become objects of suspicion. As 
for the three unfortunates themselves, they 
continued on their way, perfectly calm, and 
heedless altogether of the cries or remarks of 
the multitude, but at the same time without 
exhibiting any bravado, or making any effort 
not to appearmoved. ‘The nearer they drew 
to the futal spot, the more they appeared to 
gain strength in the thought of the coming 
event, and the closer too became the crowd of 
slaves brought from every quarter to see 
them pass. 

It was the month of June. Noon-tide 
was approaching, and the sun was scorching 
hot, bat a few clouds now and then inter- 
rupted his rays, whilst a slight breeze from 
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the south-west stirred the atmosphere, and 
thus permitted the procession to go on for a 
time without stopping, or slackening pace. 
At length, however, after about three hours’ 
march, the horses of the gens d’armes gave 
symptoms of weariness, and a halt was or- 
tea, which those only regretted who formed 
the principal group in the cortége. The spot 
where it took place was called Le bel Air, a 
lovely place, but whence might be plainly 
discerned, afar off and on the other side of the 
river, the black scaffold, looking like an im- 
mense table, with a small staircase at the 
left-hand side, the whole rising above the 
level of the glistening surface of the ocean. 

The three victims exchanged looks, and 
the Sacalave said, in a low whisper : 

“Our last rest before we repose in Eter- 
nity ! ” 

“Amen! and God’s will be done,” re- 
sponded the others fervently. 




















SLAVE SEIZURE. 


CASE OF PASSMORE WILLIAMSON. 


In the October Number of the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, page 223, will be found, under the 
former of the above heads, and first on the 
list of our column of Anti-Slavery Items, a 
brief statement of the restoration to freedom, 
in Philadelphia, of three slaves, the “ pro- 

rty” of one so called Honorable John H. 
Wheeler, who was on his way to Nicaragua 
vid New York and Philadelphia. As this 
case has created an -unusual sensation, in 
consequence of the arbitrary committal to 
prison of the principal party to the release of 
the slaves, and is likely to lead to serious 
consequences, we submit the facts to our 
readers in a connected form, as taken from a 
leading Philadelphia journal. The case itself 
forcibly illustrates the dangerous tendencies 
of the slave-power to infringe the personal 
liberties of the citizens of the Free States, 
and proves that to its purposes the plainest 
law may be misinterpreted and perverted 
with impunity. We feel satistied that there 
is not a friend of the anti-slavery cause in 
this kingdom whose sympathy will not be 
excited on behalf of the noble man who has 
been cast into prison for doing an act of hu- 
manity, and saving three human beings from 
the dreadful fate that awaited them. 

The following are the facts, as narrated in 
the Philadelphia North American and Ga- 
vette: 

“Some time in July last, Mr. John H. 
Wheeler, of North Carolina, accredited Minister 
from the United States to that most unlucky 
region of the earth called Nictragua, set off 
from Washington to embark at New York. He 
owned three slaves—a mother and two children, 
whom, as slaves, he wished to take to Nicaragua. 
He selected New York as his place of embarka- 
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tion, preferring it, even at the risk of losing 
his slaves, to either Baltimore or Norfolk, or any 
other Southern port. On his way he was told 
by a friend and professional adviser that he ran 
a risk in bringing slaves voluntarily into Penn- 
sylvania, but in spite of warning he brought 
them here. He might have been told that for 
very many years no slaveowner had ever 
brought slaves voluntarily into the State. Still, 
in he came. In some way the fact became 
known, and Mr. Passmore Williamson went to 
the wharf and conversed with the woman; and 
the slaves, by his intervention and that of others, 
accidentally or purposely present, were taken 
from or left Mr. Wheeler. In that intervention 
a personal diff<ulty occurred, in which Mr. 
Wheeler was assaulted by two n ; but whe- 
ther he was or was not by Mr. Williamson is not 
yet judicially ascertained. There was no riot or 
disturbance of the public peace. 

** Now, we take occasion to say, that in our 
judgment ‘the manner of intervention by Mr. 
Williamson was illadvised, especially as, measu- 
rably at least, it was attended by violence. We 
are not lawyers enough to determine whether a 
habeas corpus could have been sent out for the 
adjudication of the rights of theseslaves ; but we 
presume, if Mr. Wheeler could get a habeas 
corpus to recover them, Mr. Williamson could 
have got one to rescue them in the first instance. 
Tf he could, then he was wrong in what he did. 
By pursuing another course a great scandal and 
a great danger might have been averted; but we 
are constrained to admit that the active parti- 
sans of the anti-slavery cause are not much ad- 
dicted to discreet or circumspect words or acts. 
They have a singular knack of putting them- 
selves, their friends, and their cause in the 
wrong. Saying this, however, we are bound to 
add, that Mr. Williamson had a perfect right 
to advise these servants of their rights in Penn- 
sylvania, and that in doing so he violated no law, 
and did no injury which penal law can reach. 

“Here let us pause on a question, vital, it 
seems to us—wheither, on the 18th of July, when 
Mr. Wheeler brought his slaves from Naaman’s 
creek to Walnut-Street wharf, it was not re- 
ceived, familiar law, that the voluntary intro- 
duction of slaves into Pennsylvania made them 
free? The Act of 1847 said, in simple words, 
that the slave voluntarily be «i here for any 
period of time, became free. That Act, to which 
is appended the signature of Francis R. Shunk, 
a Pennsylvania Democratic Governor—that Act 
which, in this particular, a series of Democratic 
Legislatures have never ventured to touch—thus 
precisely speaks ; and to the common mind, at 
least, says, as it has an unquestionable right to 
say, that for no period of time shall Slavery be 
intruded here. The new coinage of a right of 
transit had not then been struck ; and we venture 
to say, that not only Passmore Williamson, the 
layman, but every judge and lawyer in the State, 
comprising the judges of the Supreme and the 
Federal Court, then thought the law of Pennsyl- 
vania to be as we have stated it. We are very 
sure that Judge Kane thought so on the 17th 
of July 1855. If, instead of Passmore William- 
son’s volunteering to tell this woman and her 
children they were free, the woman herself, after 
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being for some seven or'eight hours, in Pennsyl- 
vania, had accidentally shet Judge Kane, or even 
Chief-Justice Lewis, on¢he wharf or the steam- 
boat, and had quietly asked, ‘ Am I free or not ?” 
the answer would hav@, been, without even a 
cautionary preliminary question, ‘ Yes, as free 
as I, or any one ;’ and the notion of a right of 
transit, or a diplomatic, privilege, would never 
have crossed the mind of, either of these distin- 
shed functionaries. Nay, we go a step fur- 
t r, and believe, that had there been such a 
question and such an answer, and the woman 
had asked to be saved from new and foreign 
Slavery, from being taken ‘to the Mosquito coast 
or the swamps of Nicaragua, there to be dis 
of according to Mr. Wheelét’s necessities or incli- 
nations, aid and assistafite without violence 
would have been’ afforded, arid Mr. Wheeler, hav- 
ing been, as we have said, alteady warned, would 
have acquiesced. Now, this is all that Passmore 
Williamson did on the 18th of July. Jt is not ne- 
cessary for our purposes to speculate as to what 
the ultimate decision may be as to what lawyers 
call the ‘status’ of these human beings. "tt is 
we to know that then such was thought to 
be the law. We are happy to find that one 
Judge of the Supreme Court—one, too, who, 
when he was elevated to the Bench, was elected 
by the largest majority ever given to a Judge in 
ennsylvania, and who still commands public 
esteem, thinks so still. We need hardly say we 
refer to Judge Knox. The slaves left the custody 
of their former master, and Mr. Williamson, 
having given his name and address to Mr. 
Wheeler, saw no more of them, and left the city 
on an errand of private business. 

“This, if we mistake not—we mean the affair 
at the wharf—occurred between four and five 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 18th of July. On 
the same day, whether by daylight, by twilight, 
or in hours of darkness, A. Wheeler files a pe- 
tition to J udge Kane, of the District Court, 
Swears to it in haste, and: prays for a habeas 
corpus, directed to Mr. Williamson, to produce 
the three individuals made free by Mr. Wheeler's 
own act. His petition does not venture to assert 
they were held to service by any law of Pennsyl- 
vania, or of the United States, but by the laws 
of Virginia, and that they were detained by 
Passmore Williamson, This writ was not served 
personally, in consequence of the accidental ab- 
sence of Mr. Williamson; and on the 19th of 
Aig have a new feature, in the intervention 
of Mr. Vandyke, the District Attorney of the 
United States, who moves for what is called 
an alias writ of habeas corpus, directed to Wil- 
liamson. In this néw movement it would seem 
that Mr. Wheeler personally had no agency 
whatever, for all that was done was by Mr. Van- 
dyke, the Attorney of the United States, who is 
described in Judge Kane's opinion, not as coun- 
sel for Wheeler, but as District Attorney. Let 
the record speak for itself : 

*On which said 19th day of July, a.v. 1855, 
Mr. J .C. \ an Lyke, for petitioner, presents the 
affidavit of William H. Miller, Deputy Marshal, 


- Setting forth the manner of service of said writ, 


to wit, that it was left at the corner of Seventh 
and Arch Streets, and no return being made to 
the said writ, Mr. Van Dyke moves for an alias 
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writ to be directed to the said Passmore William- 
son, and thereupon it is ordered that an alias 
writ do issue, returnable to-morrow morning, at 
ten o'clock, said writ to be served upon defendant 
at his place of residence. Which said writ is in 
the words following, to wit : 
UNITED STATES, sc 
Eastern District of Fubielohite! t. 
SEAL] The President of the United States 
J. K. Kans. TO 
Passmore Williamson. 
‘Greeting: We command you, as before we 


comm: you, that the bodies of Jane, Daniel, 


and Isaiah, ms of colour, under your cus- 
tody, as it is said, detained by whatsoever names 
the said Jane, Daniel, or Isaiah, or either of 
them, may be detained, together with the day 
and cause of their being taken and detained, you 
have before the Honorable John K. Kane, Judge 


of the District Court of the United States in and 


for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, at the 
room of the District Court of the United States, 
in the city of Philadelphia, immediately then 
and there to do, submit to, and receive whatso- 
ever the said Judge shall then and there consider 
in that behalf. 

‘Witness the Honorable John K. Kane, 
Judge.of the said Court at Philadelphia, this 
19th day of July, a.v. 1855, in the eightieth 

ear of the Independence of the said United 
tates. 
(Signed) ‘Cas, F. HEAZurTt, 
‘ For Clerk of District Court.’ 

“To this writ Passmore Williamson, on the 
20th of July, made return in words of entire re- 
spect, that the reputed slaves were not then, nor 
at the time of the issuing the writ, nor at any 
time, in his custody, power, or possession, nor 
were they ever restrained of their liberty by him, 
‘therefore he cannot have the bodies of the said 
Jane, Daniel, or Isaiah, or either of them, before 
your honour, as by the said writ he is com- 
manded.’ 

“On this return, as we have said, perfectly re- 
spectful in its terms, Judge Kane adjuged Pass- 
more Williamson guilty of a contempt ‘in re- 
fusing to make a return,’ and committed him to 
prison, where he now remains, the inmate of 
the common jail of this county, within the same 
walls, and breathing the same atmosphere with 
felons of all descriptions. Now, on this state of 
facts, and we have endeavoured to recapitulate 
them fairly, it is difficult to withhold a pretty 
strong expression of opinion as to the conduct of 
the Judge who has thus summarily disposed of 
the liberty of a fellow-citizen, but it is our duty 
rather to justify than to enunciate such an opi- 
nion.. We will endeavour to do so, simply and 
intelligibly. Ifa man is sent to jail for stealing, or 
murder, or rape, or any misdemeanour defined by 
law, we have no difficulty in understanding what 
it means. And when a sentence is pronounced 
for contempt, our mother wit tells us what i 
means too. But that there may be no mistake, 
we turn to the written law, and there we find it 
exactly described : 

‘The powers of the Courts of the United 
States,’ says the Act of Congress, ‘ to inflict sum- 
mary punishments for contempts, shall not be 
construed to extend to any cases, except the mis- 
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behaviour of any person in the presence of the 
Court, or so near thereto as to obstruct the ad- 
ministration of justice—the disobedience of any 
party or other person to any lawful writ, pro- 
cess, rule, order, decree, or command of the said 
Court.’ 

‘* It is very clear, that, in the ordinary sense of 
words, Mr. Williamson neither misbehaved nor 
disobeyed. He was respectful in manner. He 
obeyed the writ, and we have to turn to Judge 
Kane’s opinion to discover where the contempt 
was—how he misbehaved—where he iacbayed : 
and, turning there, it is not easy, in the maze of 
flatulent rhetoric, to find it. A penal statute, 
we remember once to have read, must be con- 
strued strictly ; and most strict, one would think, 
should be the construction of a statute which 
clothes a single judge with arbitrary power. Not 
so is Judge Kane’s view of the written law. He 
says, for we use his very words, that William- 
son’s return was ‘illusory’ and ‘evasive,’ and 
that he ‘ being a white man, was the only person 
whose social training could interpret either his 
own duties or the rights of others under the Con- 
stitution of the land.’ Now, really, if we were not 
apprehensive that Judge Kane might take it into 
his head to imprison us, ‘ being white men whose 
social training,’ &c., for contempt, and knowing 
that if he did the Supreme Court of the State 
would not give us a habeas corpus, we should be 
tempted to call this mere twaddle—that sort of 
flimsy common-place with which feeble juridical 
writers disguise their weakness. Is it consistent 
with such an express definition of contempt as 
the act of Congress gives, that an illusory or an 
evasive return can be a contempt, whether it be 
made by black or white man—by the most igno- 
rant negro porter that ever helped a fugitive to 
escape, or one (we are almost ashamed to repeat 
the sentence again) ‘ whose social training could 
interpret either his own duties or the rights of 
others under the Constitution of the land?’ Yet 
so, we are pained to say, it is proclaimed and 
maintained in high places, and Passmore Wil- 
liamson, one of our Pennsylvania men, one who, 
whatever may be his errors of judgment—and we 
have not concealed our opinion of them—acted 
undoubtedly from motives of philanthropy, is the 
inmate of a jail because a Judge of a Court 
thinks he made an illusory return—because he 
said not too little but too much; and he is kept 
in prison because he is not willing to confess he 
committed perjury. One would think he would 
better deserve the prison if he did so confess. 

‘In what we have ventured to say thus far, 
we have not alluded to the mere technical ques- 
tion of Judge Kane’s entire want of jurisdiction 
in the case at all. We may refer to that here- 
after, for we shall resume our comments, mean- 
ing, as far as in us lies, to expose the fearful and 
perrom errors into which those who ought to 

now far more than we, have wilfully fallen. 
The subject has no attractions for us, and we 
have come to its discussion slowly and relue- 
tantly ; but feeling it to be our duty to consider 
it, we shall say what we have to say very 
plainly.” 

“Thus,” as remarks the writer in his pre- 
fatory observations, “the highest judicial 
authority of the State having decided that 
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the prisoner who was convicted in the Fede- 
ral Court of what is called a contempt, was, 
so far as they could know, properly convicted, 
and must remain aconvict. He must remain 
a hopeless prisoner, for no writ of right can 
rescue him: a hopeless prisoner, for no par- 
don is likely to reach him. 1f he were a mad 
robber, or @ pirate, or a murderer on the high 
seas, his wife might beg for mercy, and have 
a chance of getting it. But being convicted 
of no crime Sut of inferential contempt on a 
question of Slavery; an evasion, an omission 
to tell all he knew, or a suggestion of 
having said more than he ought to have 
said: being fulty of such a crime as this, 
and the judgment being made matter of 
record, there is no discernible relief. If Mr. 
Williamson recede from his position he is 
degraded. If Judge Kane retreat from his, 
he is stultified: and thus there is as dead a 
lock as the perplexities of human affairs ever 
presented.” jew? 
We can conceive of no position more trul 
deplorable in one sense than that in whi 
the noble Passmore Williamson is placed. 
But his case is one of those which forms a 
landmark in the history of a cause: a point 
of departure for a fresh struggle: the dawn- 
ing of a new era. In this instance, it is not 
simply the nal liberty of the man Pass- 
more Williamson that has been placed under 
restraint by a wresting of the law to the vile 
purposes of the Sluve-power, but the liberties 
of an entire people that have been grosely 
violated, and ‘their future safety jeopardized. 
It is cogently remarked in that admirably- 
conducte DAS PEAPRE, the National Anti- 
Slavery Standard, that the galled 
Judge Kane’s decision against iamson 
sap all independent legislative power in the 
Northern States, and give Southern State 
laws on Slavery full force and effect at the 
North. We, on this side of the Atlantic, oy 
this one case ought to suffice to arouse 
independent American citizens to a sense of 
the danger imminent to their personal liber- 
ties which is foreshadowed by this decision 
of Judge Kane’s, if submitted to, It is en- 
couraging to find that there is a proposition 
to impeach this unrighteous Judge, who, it 
appears, was the intimate personal friend of 
the so-called Honorable John H. Wheeler, 
and who, therefore, propounded bad law, 
sacrificing public justice to private feeling. 
As Passmore Williamson’s prudence in the 
course he adopted has been c led in question, 
we would invite attention to an extract from 
the letter which his father has thought it his 
duty to address to the editor of the North 
American and United States Gazette. We 
may perhaps find room to insert it entire in 
an early future number, but have only space 
in the present one for the subjoined extract: 
« | have no hesitation in saying and averring, 
as I have repeatedly heretofore said and declared 
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to individuals, that I fully,and heartily approve 
of every act, matter, amd thing which, either of 
my own knowledge or from information derived 
from himself or others, I or believe was by 
Passmore done and perfo or caused or pro- 
cured to be done, performed, and acted in con- 
nection with that case.” 

Passmore Williamson, thus consigned to 
rison, appealed against the decision of Judge 
‘ane, by applying for a writ of habeas corpus 

by petition te the Supreme Court of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, which was duly 
presented to five of the J wages thereof on the 
16th August. It was as follows: 


** PETITION OF PASSMOBE WILLIAMSON. 


‘To the Honourable the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. 


“The petition of Passmore Williamson re- 
spectfully sheweth—That — petitioner is a 
citizen of Pennsylvania, and a resident of Phila- 
delphia; that he is a member of ‘The Pennsyl- 
vania Society for Promoting the Abolition; of 
Slavery, and for the Relief of Free Negroes 
Unlawfully held in Bondage, and for Improvin 
the Conditions of the African race,’ incorpora’ 
by act of Assembly, passed the 8th day of De- 
cember, A.D. 1789, of which Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin was the first President; and that he is 
Secretary of the Acting Committee of said 
Society. 

“That, on Wednesday, the 18th of July last 
past, your petitioner was informed that certain 
negroes, held as slaves, were then at Bloodgood’s 
hotel, in the city of Philadelphia, wiper, Nac 
brought by their master into the State of Penn- 
sylvania, with the intention of passing through 
to other Believing that persons thus 
held as slaves were entitled to their freedom, by 
reason of their having been so brought by their 
master voluntarily into the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, the petitioner, in the fulfilment of the 
official duty imposed upon him by the practice 
and regulations of said Society, went to Blood- 

’s hotel for the purpose of apprising the 
alleged slaves that they were free, and “ge 
that they with their master had left the sai 
hotel, and gone on board the steamboat of the 
New-York line, then lying near the Walnut-street 
wharf, your petitioner went on board the same, 
found the party, consisting of a woman, named 
Jane, about 35 years of age, and her two sons, 
Daniel, aged about 12, and Isaiah, aged about 7, 
and, in presence of the master, informed the said 
Jane that she was free by the laws of Pennsyl- 
vania; upon which she expressed her desire to 
have her freedom, and finally, with her children, 
left the boat of her own free will and accord, 
and without any coercion or compulsion of any 
kind; and having seen her in the possession of 
her liberty with her children, your petitioner re- 
turned to his place of business, and has never 
since seen the said Jane, Daniel, and Isaiah, or 
either of them; nor does he know where they are, 
nor has he had any connection of any kind with 
the subject. 

“Your petitioner used no violence whatever, 
except simply holding back Col. Wheeler, their 
former master, when he attempted by force to 
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pavers the said Jane from leaving the boat. 
ome half dozen negroes, employed, as your pe- 
titioner is informed, as porters and otherwise, at 
the wharf and in the immediate neighbourhood, 
of their own accord and without any invitation 
of the petitioner, but probably observing or under- 
standing the state of affairs, followed the pe- 
titioner when he went on board the boat. An 
allegation has been made that they were guilty 
of violence and disorder in the transaction. Your 

titioner observed no acts of violence committed 

y them, nor any other disorder than the natural 
expression of some feeling at the attempt of Col. 
Wheeler to detain the woman by force ; that there 
was not any violence or disorder amounting to a 
breach of the peace, is alsc to be fairly inferred from 
the fact that two police-officers were present, who 
were subsequently examined as witnesses, and 
stated that they did not see any thing requiring 
or justifying their interference to preserve the 
peace: And your petitioner desires to state ex- 
plicitly, that he had no preconcert or connection 
of any kind with them or with their conduct, and 
considers that he is in no way responsible there- © 
for. Your petitioner gave to Col. Wheeler, at 
the time, his name and address, with the as- 
surance that he would be responsible if he had 
injured any right which he had; fully believin 
at the time, as he does still believe, that he h 
committed no injury whatever to any right of 
Col. Wheeler. 

* On the night of the same day, your petitioner 
was obliged to leave the city, to attend an elec- 
tion of the Atlantic and Ohio Telegraph Com- 
pany, at Harrisburg. and returned to Philadel- 
phia on Friday, the 20th of July, between one 
and two o'clock, A.M. Upon his return, an 
alias writ of habeas corpus was handed to him, 
issued from the District Court of the United 
States for the Eastern District of Dope tern, 
upon the petition of the said John H. Wheeler, 
commanding him that the bodies of the said Jane, 
Daniel, and Isaiah, he should have before the 
Hon. John K. Kane, Judge of the said District 
Court, forthwith. To the said writ your peti- 
tioner the same day, viz. the 20th day of July 
last past, made return, that the said Jane, 
Daniel, and Isaiah, or by whatever name they 
may be called, nor either of them, were not then, 
nor at the time of issuing said writ, or the origi- 
nal writ, or at any other time, in the custody, 
power, or possession of, nor confined nor re- 
strained of their liberty, by your petitioner, 
therefore he could not have the bodies of the said 
Jane, Daniel, and Isaiah before the said Judge, 
as by the said writ he was commanded. 

‘** Whereupon and afterwards, to wit, on the 
27th day of July aforesaid, it was ordered and 
adju by the Court that your petitioner be 
comm to the custody of the Marshal, without 
bail or mainprize, as for a contempt in refusing 
to make return toa writ of habeas corpus, there- 
tofore issued against him at the instance of Mr. 
John H. Wheeler ; all which appears by the re- 
cord and proceedings in the said case, which your 
petitioner begs leave to produce, and a copy of an 
exemplification of which is annexed to this pe- 
tition. ‘Thereupon, on the same day, a warrant 
was issued commanding that the Marshal of the 
United States, in and for the Eastern District of 
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Pennsylvania, forthwith take into custody the 
body of your petitioner for a contempt of the 
Honorable the Judge of the said District Court, 
in refusing to answer to the said writ of habeas 
corpus, theretofore awarded against him, the said 

titioner, at the relation of Mr. John H. 

heeler ; a copy of which is hereto annexed, and 
also a warrant, by and from the Marshal of the 
United States, to the keeper of the Moyamen- 
sing prison, a copy of which is also hereto an- 
nexed; under which warrants your petitioner 
was committed to the said prison, and is now 
there detained, without bail or mainprize. 

*‘ Notwithstanding the record is silent on the 
subject, your petitioner thinks it proper to state, 
that on the return of the writ of habeas corpus, 
the Judge allowed the relator to traverse the said 
return by patrol, under which permission the 
relator gave his own testimony, in which he 
stated that he held the said Jane, Daniel, and 
Isaiah as slaves, under the law of Virginia, and 
had voluntarily brought them with him, by rail- 
road, from the city of Baltimore to the city of 
Philadelphia, where he had been accidently de- 
tained at Bloodgood’s Hotel about three hours ; 
and certain other witnesses were examined. From 
the testimony thus given, though not at all war- 
ranted by it or by the facts, the said Judge de- 
cided that your petitioner had been concerned in 
a forcible abduction of the said Jane, Daniel, and 
Isaiah, against their will and consent, upon the 
deck of the said steamboat, but admitting that 
your petitioner took no personally active part in 
such supposed abduction after he had left the 
deck. 

“The hearing took place on the morning of 
Friday, the 20th of July, at 10 o'clock, your pe- 
titioner having had the first knowledge of the 
existence of any writ of habeas corpus between 
one and two o'clock on the same morning. Under 
these circumstances, before the said testimony was 
gone into and afterwards, the counsel of your 

titioner asked for time, until the next morning, 
Se consultation and preparation for the argument 
of the questions which might arise in the case, 
which applications were refused by the Court, and 
the hearing went on, and closed on the same 
morning between 12 and 1 o'clock. 

“On Tuesday, the 3lst July 1855, your pe- 
titioner presented to the Hon. Chief Justice of 
this Court a petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
which was refused. 

‘** Inasmuch as your petitioner is thus deprived 
of his liberty for an indefinite time, and possibly 
for his life, as he believes, illegally ; inasmuch as 
he is a native citizen of Pennsylvania, and claims 
that he has a right to the protection of the Com- 
monwealth, and to have recourse to her Courts 
for enlargement and redress; he begs leave re- 
spectfully to state some of the grounds on which 
he conceives that he is entitled to the relief which 
he now prays. 

‘* Whatever may be the view of the Court as to 
the probability of his disgrace on a hearing, your 
petitioner respectfully represents that he is clearly 
entitled to have a writ of habeas corpus granted, 
and to be thereupon brought before the Court. 
Upon this subject the Pennsylvania Habeas Corpus 
Act isimperative. Indeed, as the question of the 
sufficiency of the cause of his detention directly 
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concerns his personal liberty, any law which 


should fail to secure to him the right of being. 


personally present at its argument and decision, 
would be frightfully inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples of the common law, the provisions of our 
bill of rights, and the very basis of our govern- 
ment. 

‘It is believed that no case, prior to that of 
your petitioner, is reported in Pennsylvania, of a 
refusal of the writ to a party restrained of his 
liberty, except in the case of exparte Lawrence, 
5 Binn. 304, in which it was decided that it was 
not obligatory on the Court to issue a second writ 
of habeas corpus where the case had been already 
heard on the same evidence upon a first writ of 
habeas corpus granted by another Court of the 
petitioner’s own selection: in other words, that 
the statutory right to the writ was exhausted by 
the interpretation and hearing of the first writ, 
and that the granting of a second writ was at the 
discretion of the Court. This case, therefore, 
appears to confirm strongly the position of your 
petitioner that he is absolutely entitled at law to 
the writ for which he now prays. 

“Qn the hearing there will be endeavoured to 
be established on behalf of your petitioner, on 
abundant grounds of reason and authority, the 
following propositions, viz. : 

“1, That it is the right and duty of the Courts, 
and especially of the Supreme Court of this Com- 
monwealth, to relieve any citizen of the same 
from — imprisonment. 

‘**2, That an imprisonment under an order of a 
Court or Judge not having jurisdiction over the 
subject-matter, and whose order is therefore void, 
is an illegal imprisonment. 

*« 3, That the party subjected to such imprison- 
ment has a right to be relieved from it on habeas 
corpus, whether he did or did not make the ob- 
jection of the want of jurisdiction before the 
Court or Judge inflicting such imprisonment ; 
and that. if he did not make such objection, it is 
immaterial whether he were prevented from 
making it by ignorance of the law, or by the 
want of extraordinary presence of mind, or by 
whatever other cause. 

‘**4, That the Courts and Judges of the United 
States are Courts and Judges of limited jurisdic- 
tion, created by a government of enumerated 
powers, and in proceedings before them the re- 
cords must shew the case to be within their 
jurisdiction, otherwise they can have none. 

‘“*5, That ifthe record of any proceeding before 
them shew affirmatively that the case was clearly 
without their jurisdiction, there can no presump- 
tion of fact be raised against such record for the 
purpose of validating their jurisdiction. 

6. That no writ of habeas corpus can be issued 
to produce the body of a person not in custody 
under legal process, unless it be issued in behalf 
and with the consent of said person. 

‘©7, That at common law the return to a writ of 
habeas corpus, if it be unevasive, full, and com- 
plete, is conclusive, and cannot be traversed. 

‘**8, That a person held as aslave under the law 
of one State, and voluntarily carried by his owner 
for any purpose into another State, is not a fugi- 


tive from labour or service within the true intent | 


and meaning of the Constitution of the United 
States, but is subject to the laws of the State into 
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which he has been thus carried ; and that by the 
rt of ge ae a slave so brought into this 
tate, whether for the p of ing through 
the same or otherwise, ony Sag Roce . 
* 9. That the District Court of the United States 
has no jurisdiction whatever over the question of 
freedom or slavery of such person, or of an al- 
abduction of him, nor any jurisdiction to 
award a writ of habeas corpus commanding an 
abductor, or any citizen by whom he may 
be assumed to be detained, to produce him. 

‘70. That in case of a fugitive from service or 
labour from another State, the District Court of the 
United States has jurisdiction toissuea warrant for 
the apprehension of such fugitive, and in case he 
Le —_ abducted sen diee claimant, to 
y indictment and trial by jury against 
such abductor, and on conviction to bal Br him 
by limited fine and imprisonment ; but even in 
the case of a fugitive slave, said Court, nor the 
Judge thereof, has no jurisdiction to issue a writ 
of Aabeas corpus, commanding the alleged abduc- 
tor to produce such fugitive ; or to enforce a re- 
turn of such writ, or allow a traverse of the 
return thereof if made, or upon such traverse in 
effect convict the respondent, without indictment 
or trial by jury of such abduction, and thereupon 
punish him therefore by unlimited imprisonment 
in the name of a commitment as for a contempt 

in ing to return such writ of habeas corpus. 

“11. That generally it is true that one Court 
will not go behind a commitment by another 
Court for contempt ; but that this only where 
the committing Court has jurisdiction of the sub- 
ject-matter ; and your petitioner submits, that 
when the circumstances of the su contempt 
are set forth upon the record of commitment, 
and it further appears thereupon that the whole 

gs were coram non judice, and that for 
that and other reasons that commitment was ar- 
bi , illegal, and void, it is the right and duty 
of a Court of competent jurisdiction by writ of 
habeas corpus to relieve a citizen from imprison- 
ment under such void commitment. 

“12. That neither the District Court of the 
United States, nor the Judge thereof, had any 
shadow or colour of jurisdiction to award the writ 
of habeas corpus directed to your petitioner, com- 
manding him to produce the bodies of Jane, 
Daniel, and Isaiah, and that such writ was void ; 
that your petitioner was in no wise bound to make 
return thereto; that the return which he did 
make thereto was unevasive, full, and complete, 
and was conclusive and not traversable ; that the 
commitment of your petitioner as for a contempt 
in refusing to return said writ is as arbitrary, 
illegal, and utterly null and void that the whole 
proceedings, including the commitment for con- 
tempt, were absolutely coram non judice. 

“13. That in such oppression of one of her 
citizens, a subordinate Judge of the United States 
has — upon the authority, violated the 
peace, and derogated from the sovereign dignity 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania ; that all 
are hurt in the person of your eer and 
that he is justified in looking with confidence to 
the authorities of his native State to vindicate 
his rights, by restoring his liberty. 

“ To be relieved, therefore, from the imprison- 
ment aforesaid, your petitioner now applies, 
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praying that a writ of habeas corpus may be 
issued rm to the Act of Assembly in such 
case made and provided, directed to Charles 
Horiz, the said keeper of said prison, command- 
ing him to bring before your Honorable Court 
the body of your petitioner, to do and abide such 
order as your Honorable Court may direct. 
** And your petitioner will ever pray, &c.” 


This petition, embracing a most lucid ex- 

ition of the whole case, was ably sup- 
pone by Charles Gilpin, formerly mayor of 

hiladelphia, and the Hon. Wm. M. Meredith, 

E. Hopper, Esq., of Philadelphia assisting. 
Four of the Judges, however, out of the five 
decided against the appeal, on the ground 
that the Court could not “come behind a 
commitment for contempt.” Judge Knox 
dissented from this decision, and set forth 
his views in a powerful argument, which we 
regret we have not space to insert in the 
resent number. We hope to present it in a 
uture one. 

Since Passmore Williamson’s incarceration 
a child has been “born unto him;” a circum- 
stance which must have tried the young 
man’s fortitude to an extreme degree. 
moral courage, however, and his serenity of 
mind have never once forsaken him. 
in the righteousness of his cause, he will make 
no concession to Judge Kane, but stands 
upon his right, as a and independent 
citizen, to have the benefit of the Habeas 
Ci Act. The principal Northern and 
all the Abolitionist journals unite in a perfect 
storm of indignation at Judge Kane, and at 
Judge Lewis, one of the four Judges of the 
Supreme Court, whose opinion orem to 
have been most subservient to the slave- 


wer when Williamson appealed — 

udge Kane’s decision. On the other hand, 
the martyr himself has received letters of 
sympathy and encouragement from nume- 
rous quarters. In our next we propose to 
present them to our readers, with a view to 
render the narrative of this case complete. 
We cannot, however, refrain from publishi 
the following, taken from the North Ameri- 
can of the 22d September: 

“‘ TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF PASSMORE 
WILLIAMSON. 

‘As Judge Kane, in imprisoning our fellow- 
citizen, Passmore Williamson, for an all 
contempt, assumes that he has not made a full 
and correct return to the writ issued by the 
Court: We, the undersigned, who know Pass- 
more Williamson well, desire to testify to his 
entire truthfulness and to his upright character, 
and to express our firm belief that he is entirely 
incapable of evasion or equivocation, under any 
circumstances. We believe that if he had a fair 
trial, such as it had been supposed, prior to the 
action of Judge Kane, that every American citi- 
zen was entitled to, before condemnation upon so 
grave a charge, that it will clearly appear to 
every unprejudiced mind his return was ‘the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
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truth,’ and entirely correct in all particulars, 
without evasion or omission. 





“ Signed— 
Henry Cope. Thomas Allibone. 
Thomas Evans. Charles Yarnall. 
John Farnum. Ellis Yarnall. 
Edward Yarnall. G. H. Kirkham. 
R., S. Johnson. A. J. Derbyshire. 
G. W. Steever. Benjamin Coates. 
A. M. Jones. M. L. Hallowell. 
A.M.Kennedy,m.p.| J. M. Kennedy. 
John Bacon. F. R. Cope. 
Thomas Earp. M. L. Dawson. 
J. B. Townsend. H. C. Townsend.” 
W.S. Perot. , 


The next is a highly important testimony, 
from Senator C. Sumner: 


* Lake Superior, on board the North Star, 
* Saturday, August 11, 1855. 

“ My Dear S1r,—With astonishment and in- 
dignation I have learned the story of your im- 
prisonment, and now, from this distant retreat, 
where I am for the moment, I make haste to send 
you my sympathy. 

“From beginning to end—from side to side 
and in every aspect—this transaction can be re- 
garded only as.a clear, indubitable, and utterly 
unmitigated outrage. The newfangled doctrine, 
that a slave-master can voluntarily import his 
alleged slave—of course with all the revolting in- 
cidents of Slavery—into the Free States, is not 
more odious than it is preposterous. It is scouted 
by reason and disowned by universal jurispru- 
dence. You were right in disregarding it. In 
stepping forward to remind persons, claimed as 
slaves on this pretext, that all such claim is 
baseless, you did a good work. It was this know- 
ledge which filled them with confidence to regain 
their God-given liberty. And for this it appears 
that you have been brought before a man who, 
* dressed in a little brief authority,’ has cast you 
into prison. This outrage is rendered more out- 
rageous by the way in which it was done. 

**It was perpetrated through the Sg of 
the great writ of habeas corpus. is writ of 
freedom and deliverance, which in England has 
often been styled the palladium of the Consti- 
tution—which is recognised as a distinctive fea- 
ture of Constitutional Government—which finds 
no place in a despotism, and which is the very 
master-key appointed to unlock prison doors, and 
let the oppressed go free—has been made, in your 
case, by a hocus-pocus without precedent, the in- 
strument of imprisonment and oppression. 

* Strange and disgraceful as all this is, it must 
be considered as the natural fruit of Slavery. 
Any person, whosoever he may be—whether 
simple citizen or magistrate—who undertakes to 
uphold this wrong, seems forthwith to lose his 
reason. He may be just, humane, and decent in 
other things, but in the support of Slavery he 
becomes unjust, inhuman, and indecent—often in 
obvious unconsciousness of his degradation. The 
blindness which makes him insensible to a 
wrong so transcendant, naturally makes him 
insensible to the lesser wrong by which it 
is maintained. What is the writ of habeas 
corpus, the trial by jury, the privilege of 
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debate, or your liberty or mine, in the esti- 
mation of a person at has already screwed 
himself to the pitch of injustice necessary for the 
vindication of an institution which separates pa- 
rent and child—which stamps woman as a con- 
cubine—which shuts the gates of knowledge—and 
which snatches from the weak all the hard-earned 
fruits of incessant toil ? 

** But there must be an end to these things ; 
and as Shakspeare found a jewel in a toad’s head, 
so do I find a cheering omen even in the injustice 
which has made you its victim. There is an old 
saying handed down from distant antiquity, that 
‘ Whoso the gods wish to destroy they first make 
mad;’ and I have often of late been impressed by 
its truth. The slave oligarchy is mad, and their 
overflowing madness runs through every agent 
and tool. In all that they do—especially in the 
Fugitive Slave Bill and its cruel enforcement, 
the Nebraska Bill and its felonious administration, 
and now in the imprisonment of an unoffending 
citizen—I rejoice to believe that there is unmis- 
takeable evidence of that madness which precedes 
a fall. Verily the day is at hand when returning 
justice will once’ more bear sway: then, among 


the triumphs of freedom, will be a reckoning with 


unjust judges. 
“ Meanwhile, accept my tulations on the 
portion of responsibility and dignity which is 


yours. It is a privilege to suffer for truth ; and 
I envy not the meanness of that soul which would 
hesitate to prefer your place within the stone walls 
of a prison to the cushioned bench of the ma- 
gistrate by whose irrational and tyrannical edict 
you have been condemned. 
‘* Believe me, my dear sir, with much regard, 
‘* Very faithfully yours, 
‘** CHARLES SUMNER. 

** Passmore Williamson, Esq., 

** Moyamensing Prison, Phila.” 


Our latest American files bring over the 
intelligence that a suit has been commenced 
in the District Court against Passmore Wil- 
liamson, for the value of the abducted slaves 
belonging to Mr. Wheeler! 

It is also stated by the Philadelphian cor- 
respondent of the New-York Tribune, who, 
writing from that city, under date of the 8th 
October, says, that on that same day, “appli- 
cation was made in the United-States Dis. 
trict Court, on the part of Jane Johnson, the 
former slave of Colonel Wheeler, asking: that 
the habeas corpus issued to Passmore Wil- 
liamson to bring herself and children into 
Court be quashed; John M. Read, for the 
petitioner, asking that the petition be filed, 
contending that the habeas corpus must al- 
ways be issued on behalf of the party whose 
liberty is restrained, and not for a 
wishing to restrain another. The Court ad- 
journed before the completion of the argu- 
ment, and it will be resumed to-morrow.” 
Thus there is every probability that before 
the issue of our next number this case will 
have entered upon a new phase. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1855. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS AND 
FRIENDS. 


Tr is respectfully requested that, in future, 
Subscribers and Donors to the Funds of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and Subscribers to the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
will make all Money-Orders payable to the 
Secretary, Louis Alexis Chamerovzow. 

Subscribers to the Society and to the Re- 
porter are further respectfully reminded that 
their Subscriptions will fall due on the Ist of 
January next. 


ANOTHER BRITISH SLAVEHOLDER. 


We append a co mdence which has 
taken place between the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
and the Foreign Office, and to which we 
hope the friends of the cause will give as 
much publicity as they can, through the 
medium of the press and other channels. 


«27 New Broad Street, Oct. 3, 1855. 
“To the Right Honorable 
“THe EARL OF CLARENDON. 

‘** My Lorp,—I am directed by the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to 
forward to your Lordship a copy of a declaration 
made before a notary public, by Antonio de 
Souza, collector of the national rents of the city 
of Pari, Brazil, at the request of Mr. Archibald 
Campbell, a British subject resident there, shew- 
ing that Samuel Vines, .. Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul at Para, is the holder and pos- 
sessor of three slaves, which he purchased from 
one Alexander Dickson, another British subject, 
and which slaves have been duly registered and 
taxed as the property of Mr. Vines. 

“Your oH ton 4 will observe that one of the 
conditions of purchase of these slaves was, that 
Mr. Vines should give them their freedom on 
their attaining respectively the age of twenty-five 
years ; a condition which the Committee are in- 
formed was inserted at the request of Mr. Dick- 
son, their former owner. 

“In bringing this case under the notice of 
Her Majesty’s Government, the Committee 
would express their deep regret that a gentleman 
in the position of Mr. Vines should have ren- 
dered himself obnoxious to so serious a charge as 
that of slave-dealing: an offence which, in their 
judgment, is in no wise mitigated by the obliga- 
tion imposed upon Mr. Vines of liberating these 
slaves within a given period. 

** The Committee do not feel it to be their duty 
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disapprobation. They would, however, call the 
attention of your Lordship to the Circular under 
date 8th May 1841, addressed to Her Ma- 
jesty’s functionaries resident in countries where 
the condition of Slavery exists, acquainting them 
with ‘the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, 
that it would be unfitting that any officer hold- 
ing an appointment under the British crown 
should, either directly or indirectly, hold, or be 
interested in, slave-property ;’ and also to the 
circular issued under date of the 11th November 
1846, absolutely prohibiting Her Majesty’s func- 
tionaries, residing in slaveholding countries, from 
being engaged, under any circumstances, in the 
purchase or sale of a slave. 
**T have the honour to be, &c., 
“TL. A. CoamErovzow, Sec.” 


ANSWER. 
* Foreign Office, Oct. 5, 1855. 

*« Sin,—I am directed by the Earl of Claren- 
don to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 3d instant, stating that the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society has been informed by 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, a British subject resi- 
dent at Para, that three children born in 
Slavery have been registered by the local autho- 
rities in that city as being the property of Mr. 
Vines, Her Majesty’s Consul at Paria. 

* And I am to state to you, that Mr. Vines has 
reported to Lord Clarendon the circumstances 
under which he obtained possession of those 
slaves, and that this matter is under His Lord- 
ship’s consideration. 

“Tam, Sir, 
«Your most obedient humble servant, 
‘* 5, HAMMOND. 
‘The Secretary to the 
“* British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.” 


“Foreign Office, Oct. i1, 1855. 

** Str,—With reference to my letter to you of 
the 5th instant respecting the slaves registered 
by the authorities of Pari as being the grey | 
of Mr. Vines, the British Consul at that post, 
am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint 
you, for the information of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society, that he has carefully 
investigated the circumstances of this case; and 
although he is convinced that Mr. Vines was 
actuated in what he did by benevolent and 
praiseworthy motives, yet as the law of England 
absolutely prohibits British subjects from owning 
or holding slaves under any circumstances what- 
ever, Lord Clarendon has informed Mr. Vines 
that his conduct in this transaction has been 
entirely disapproved, and that if any similar 
cause for complaint should arise it will not again 
pass over. 

“T am, Sir, 
* Your most obedient humble servant, 
; « E. HamMonp. 
“ The Secretary of the 
“ British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.” 


ANSWER. 
© 27 New Broad Street, Oct. 12, 1855. 


to suggest to your Lordship the precise course 
Her Majesty’s Government ought to take in this 
case, py it is in their opinion one which 
deserves to be visited by some special mark of 


“To the Right Honorable 
“THe Kart or CLARENDON. 
‘My Lorp,—I beg to acknowledge, on behalf 
of the Committee of the British and Foreign 
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Anti-Slavery Society, the receipt of your Lord- 
ship's communication of the 5th instant, in reply 
to one which I addressed to your Lordship on 
the 3d, respecting the holding of three slaves by 
Mr. Vines, Her Majesty's Consul of Para, and in 
which your Lordship informs the Committee that 
the subject was under your Lordship’s considera- 
tion. 

* T have also to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s further communication of the 11th in- 
stant, setting forth your Lordship’s views of the 
above transaction, and informing the Committee 
that your Lordship has intimated to Mr. Vines 
that ‘his conduct in it has been entirely disap- 
proved, and that if any similar cause of com- 
plaint should arise it will not again be passed 
over.’ 

“IT beg to state that the Committee, although 
unacquainted with the circumstances under 
which Mr. Vines obtained possession of those 
slaves, were fully disposed to believe, as your 
Lordship does, that Mr. Vines was actuated by 
benevolent and praiseworthy motives; but as 
your Lordship has very emphatically observed 
that ‘the law of England absolutely prohibits 
British subjects from owning or holding slaves 
under any circumstances whatever,’ the Com- 
mittee would be glad to be informed whether, 
therefore, your Lordship has considered it needful 
to command Mr. Vines to take measures for the 
immediate liberation of the three slaves in ques- 
tion—his property. 

**T have the honour to be, My Lord, 

** Your Lordship’s very obedient servant, 
“ L. A. CHAMEROVZOW.” 


REPLY. 

* Foreign Office, Oct. 26, 1855. 
**S1r,—I am directed by the Earl of Claren- 
don to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th instant respecting the slaves, registered 
by the authorities of Para as being the property 
of Mr. Vines, the British Consul at that port; 
and I am to acquaint you in reply, for the infor- 
mation of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, that Lord Clarendon has directed Mr. 
Vines to give up the possession of the two boys 
Jacinto and Ildefonco, and of the girl Elena, 

who were the slaves of Mr. Alexander Dickson. 

“JT am, Sir, 

‘** Your most obedient humble servant, 

** WODEHOUSE. 
*‘ The Secretary of the 

** British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.” 


ANNEXATION OF CUBA. 
THE OSTEND CONFERENCE. 


No. II. 


At no distant period the retention by Spain 
of the island of Cuba, or its transfer by pur- 
chase or by conquest to the United States, 
must occupy the very serious attention of the 
British Government. It is a question of 
daily growing importance, not only on ac- 
count of the magnitude of the political in- 
terests it involves, but of the influence which 
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the acquisition of Cuba by the United States 
would have on the continuance of Slavery in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

In the June number of the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter will be found a leader, in which we 
endeavoured to set forth, as briefly as pos- 
sible, what, from a close study of the diplo- 
matic correspondence that has taken place, 
we conclude to be the views of American, 
French, and British statesmen on this sub- 
ject. We resume our notice of the Ostend 
Conference as a n prelimi to a 
more elaborate examination of the whole 
question, and for the purpose of setting forth 

rominently the policy of the American Ca- 

inet, as revealed by Mr. Marcy, the Secre- 
tary for the Foreign Department. We would 
recommend our friends, before they read the 
present article, to refresh their memories by 
a re-perusal of our previous one above re- 
ferred to, and of the Committee’s address to 
Espartéro, published in the March number of 
the Anti-Slavery ter, under the head 
of Cuban Slavery and the Slave-trade. They 
will then be better able to comprehend the 
subtle language of Mr. Secretary Marcy, 
who, whilst ostensibly repudiating any idea 
of a forcible seizure of Cuba, prompts his un- 
scrupulous Envoy to pursue the object of the 
Cabinet, namely, the acquisition of the island 
as a settled point of its poliey. Mr. Marcy’s 
instructions to Mr. P. Soulé bear date the 
23d July 1853. In the “mags paragraph 
stress is laid upon the peculiar circumstances 
of Spain at that moment, and the consequent 
unusual importance they impart to the En- 
voy’s mission. The advantages to Spain, as 
well as to the United States, of ing 
Cuba, are also briefly glanced at, and the do- 
cument then proceeds in the following 
strain : 

**The opinion generally prevails among the 
European nations that the Spanish dominion 
over it is insecure. This was clearly evinced 
by the alacrity with which both England and 
France, on occasion of the late disturbances in 
Cuba, volunteered their aid to sustain the Spanish 
rule over it, and by their recent proposition to 
the United States for a tripartite convention to 
guarantee its possession to Spain. Without an 
essential change to her policy—such a change as 
she will most likely be unwilling to make—she 
cannot, it is confidently believed, long sustain, 
unaided, her present connection with that island. 
What will be its destiny, after it shall cease to 
be a dependency of Spain, is a question with 
which some of the principal powers of Europe 
have seen fit to concern themselves, and in which 
the United States have a deep and direct in- 
terest.” 

Mr. Marcy next refers to the instructions 
he had prepared for the American Minister 
in oe presenting the views of the Pre- 
sident in relation to the interference of Great 
Britain and of France in Cuban affairs. He 
then says : 
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‘‘ The policy of the Government of the United 
States, in regard to Cuba, in any contingency 
calling for our interposition, will depend in a great 
degree upon the iar circumstances of the 
case, and cannot, therefore, now be presented 
with much precision, beyond what is indicated in 
the instructions before referred to. Nothing will 
be done on our part to disturb its present con- 
nection with Spain, unless the character of that 
connection should be so changed as to affect our 
present or prospective security. 

“While the United States would resist, at 
every hazard, the transference of Cuba to any 
European nation, they would exceedingly regret 
to see Spain resorting to any power for assistance 
to uphold her rule over it. Such a dependence 
on foreign aid would, in effect, invest the auxiliary 
with the character of a protector, and give it a 
pretext to interfere in our affairs, and also gene- 
rally in those of the North-American continent. 
In case of collision with the United States, such 
protecting power would be in a condition to make 
nearly the same use of that island to annoy us 
as it could do if it were the absolute possessor of 
it. We have recently learned, in the instance of 
Central America, what a protectorate means, and 
to what uses it may be devoted. 

“There is not a very great difference between 
the protector and the possessor of a territory, 
and when the possessor is weak and the protector 
strong, the distinction, we apprehend, would in 
effect be annihilated. The one in reality fur- 
nishes the same pretext for interfering in the 
concerns of neighbouring nations as the other. 

“While Spain remains in fact, as well as in 
name, the sovereign of Cuba, she can depend 
upon our maintaining our duty as a neutral na- 
tion towards her, however difficult it maybe. In 
this respect the future will be as the past has 
been. She is fully aware of the efforts this Go- 
vernment has made on late occasions to preserve 
our neutral relations with her. In these efforts 
she has the most indubitable proof of our deter- 
mination to respect her rights, and cannot expect 
or ask more or other assurances than our past 
course of conduct has given of our ‘friendship, 
and of our intention to do every thing which de- 


pends upon this Government to strengthen and 
improve it.” 


The next paragraphs are extremely sig- 
nificant, especiall ee sentence, which oe 
have italicised, taken in connection with the 
armed expeditions which have been set on 
foot in the United States to promote the 
success of an insurrectionary rising in Cuba. 


“ Our neutrality laws are, I believe, as strin- 
gent as those of any other country: they could 
not be made more restrictive without violating 
the constitutional rights of our citizens. In the 
archives of the legation there is a copy of these 
laws, to which you can readily refer, should it 
become necessary, to shew that the legislative 
branch of our Government has been as careful to 
provide means of preserving our peaceful rela- 
tions with other nations as the executive has been 
prompt and energetic to use them for that pur- 
pose. Our country is open to the reception of 
the citizens and subjects of all nations. Millions 
have renounced their natural allegiance, and se- 
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lected the United States for their homes. Those 
who are born here, as well as those who have 
come from foreign lands, are not, and cannot 
be, placed under obligations to remain among 
us 


“ Our Government can lay no restraints upon 
their emigration if they have respected our laws 
while under their jurisdiction. J¢ cannot make 
inquisition into the motives which induce them 
to withdraw from our country, nor restrain them 
on the ground of suspicion that they may not, 
while out of our jurisdiction, respect the rights 
of those nations which are at peace with the 

United States. 

** Wherever oppression has provoked revolt the 
sufferers are ever the objects of sympathy. 
Ardent and enthusiastic spirits rally to their 
standard. Should the rule of Spain over Cuba 
be so severe as to excite revolutionary movements 
in that island, she will undoubtedly find volun- 
teers in the ranks of the Cubans from various 
countries, and, owing to very obvious causes, 
more from the United States, probably, than 
from any other; but it would be unjust to impute 
to this and the other Governments to which these 
volunteers formerly belonged an unfriendly dis- 
position toward her, or a desire to aid clandes- 
tinely in the attempt to wrest that island from 
her. There is reason to believe that Spain her- 
self, as well as other European Governments, 
suspects that the people of the United States are 
desirous of detaching Cuba from its present trans- 
atlantic dependence, regardless of the rights of 
Spain, with a view of annexing it to this Union; 
and that our Government was disposed to con- 
nive at the participation of our citizens in the 
past disturbances in that island, and would again 
do so on the recurrence of similar events. Our 
defence against such an unfounded suspicion, and 
the only one which self-respect allows us to make, 
is an appeal to our past course.” 

Few persons, we think, will be disposed to 
attach much importance to the weak dis- 
claimer with which the last sentence con- 
cludes, in spite of Mr, Marcy’s recommenda- 
tion, in the next paragraph, that Mr. Soulé 
shall “ by all means endeavour to allay” the 
suspicions previously adverted to, and “to 
inspire a just confidence” in the intentions of 
the American Cabinet. Nor is there any 
thing particularly encouraging in the assu- 
rance given that the future course of the Fe- 
deral Government, with regard to armed 
expeditions to Cuba from the States, is to be 
the same as its present and past course ; for if 
it be read side by side with the confession 
immediately preceding it, to the effect, in 
substance, that the Federal Government 
cannot constitutionally restrain armed expe- 
ditions—mildly designated as “emigrations ” 
—on the mere suspicion that “they may not, 
while out of our jurisdiction, respect the 
rights of those nations which are at 
with the United States.” The plain answer 
to so subtle a plea—literally involving a dis- 
tinction without a difference—is, that some 
acts have so obvious a signification, and point 
so directly to certain results, that ignorance 
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could result from nothing short of wilful po- 
litical blindness, 

Mr. Marcy next refers to the instructions 
sent to the American Minister at Madrid, 
during President Polk’s administration, to 
ascertain “if Spain was dis to transfer 
Cuba to the United States for a liberal pecu- 
niary consideration ;” but he fears that Mr. 
Soulé will not find Spain willing to part with 
it; as, indeed, proved to be the fact. Mr. 
Marcy goes on to say : 


* There is reason to believe that she is under 
obligations to Great Britain and France not to 
transfer this island to the United States. Were 
there nothing else to justify this belief but the 
promptness with which these two powers sent 
their naval forces to her aid in the late Cuban 
disturbances—the proposition for a tripartite 
convention to guarantee Cuba to Spain—and, 
what is more significant than either of the above 
facts, the sort of joint protest by England and 
France, to which I adverted in my instructions 
to Mr. Buchanan, against some of the views pre- 
sented in Mr. Everett’s letter of the 2d of Decem- 
ber last to Mr. Sartiges, the French Minister— 
would alone be satisfactory proof of such an ar- 
rangement. Independent of any embarrassment 
of this nature, there are many other reasons for 
believing that Spain will pertinaciously hold 
on to Cuba, and that the separation, whenever it 
takes place, will be the work of violence. 

**In the present aspect of the case, the Presi- 
dent does not deem it proper to authorise you to 
make any proposition for the purchase of that 
island. There is now no hope, as he believes, 
that such a proposition would be favourably re- 
ceived, and the offer of it might, and probably 
would, be attended with injurious effects. With- 
out roms | approaches to the Spanish authori- 
ties upon this subject, you may be able to get in- 
formation that may be important in shaping our 
future policy in regard to Cuba. It is very desi- 
rable for this government to know, and your 
position may enable you to ascertain, what ar- 
rangements have been made with Great Britain 
and France in regard to sustaining the present 
dominion of Spain over Cuba, and how far they, 
or either of them, are urging a change in the inter- 
nal condition of the island, particularly in regard 
to the slaves now there, or to the present system 
of labour. 

** The views of the President are presented as 
explicitly as they well can be, at this time, in the 
extract which accompanies these instructions, as 
to what would be the policy of this government 
in certain contingencies there alluded to. It may 
be that you will find Spain disposed to take a 
wise forecast of the future, and thus anticipate 
an inevitable event. She cannot but see that at 
no distant period Cuba will release ‘itself, or be 
released, from its present colonial subjection. In 
one way or another, these ties will be severed. In 
view of the strong probability, not to say the 
certainty, of such an event, Sain might, in a 
manner consistent with her national honour, and 
advantageous to her interests, anticipate this re- 
sult, and give birth to an independent nation of 
her own race, retaining, at the same time, a com- 
mercial intercourse with it as profitable as she 
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can have in a connection upheld and prolonged 
by force. 

** If Cuba could be emancipated from a Euro- 
pean domination, the United States would pro- 
bably be relieved from all the anxieties they now 
feel in regard to its future destiny. It would, in 
that case, fall necessarily into the American con- 
tinental system, and contribute to its stability, 
instead of exposing it to danger. You will, if a 
fair occasion be offered, favour this view of the 
case, but at the same time take special care not 
to excite suspicions of sinister views on the part 
of this government, nor to wound the sensibility 
of an ancient and proud nation. The United 
States would cordially favour such a voluntary 
separation, and, if necessary to effect it, would be 
willing to contribute something more substantial 
than their goodwill toward an object so desirable 
to them ; but what they would do in furtherance 
of it cannot be precisely socltes. until it is more 
distinctly seen what would be required on their 
part to secure its accomplishment. 

** On this interesting snbject this Department 
is very desirous of obtaining early and full infor- 
mation, not only of the views of the government 
of Spain and the people of Cuba, but of the dis- 
position of European powers to favour or ob- 
struct a measure of vast political and commercial 
importance. Your position, it is believed, will 
enable you to ascertain these views with consi- 
derable accuracy.” 

The remainder of the despatch is taken up 
with suggestions in relation to points of se- 
condary importance, and Mr. Soulé is left to 
prosecute his mission as energetically and 
prudently as he can. 

In our next we shall epitomize the reply 
of Mr. Marcy to the despatch which con- 
veyed the views of the parties to the Ostend 
Conference, an extract from which will be 
found in our first article. We may observe 
briefly, that Mr. Soulé found Spain obsti- 
nately averse to treat for the cession of Cuba 
to the United States, and that the Ostend 
Conference appears to have grown out of 
his pet. with his Government on 
the subject of his failure in this particular. 

There is no doubt that the British Go- 
vernment is already looking forward to the 
occurrence of important events in the West- 
ern Archipelago, having a direct bearing on 
the future of Cuba. The West-India squadron 
has been considerably augmented, and there 
is every indication of the British Cabinet— 
probably in conjunction with that of France 
—being resolved to prevent, by force if neces- 
sary, the wresting of the “gem of the Antilles” 
from Spain, whether the act be attempted b 
armed expeditions fitted out by “filibusters,” 
or be encompassed by the more subtle contri- 
vances of diplomacy. The recent decision of 
the Spanish Cortes, respecting the organi- 
zation of the army to the extent of 73,000 
men, and this with a view to the probability 
of Spain’s being called upon to figure in the 
Eastern quarrel, has, in our view, some con- 
nection with the armed demonstration the 
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British Government is ow off Cuba, to 
protect it from invasion, and thus earn a 
title to claim the aid of Spain should the 
Eastern struggle attain to European dimen- 
sions. Our own opinion is, that no course 
would be so likely to preserve Cuba in the 
possession of Spain, as for the latter to take 
the initiative in some measure of Emancipa- 
tion, conjointly with the establishment of 
truly liberal institutions, such as the Cubans 
have a right to ex and the withholding 
of which to other of her colonies has, in 
times past, resulted in their casting off her 
yoke. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN CUBA. 
IMPORTANT DEBATE IN THE SPANISH CORTES. 


WE subjoin a translation of an interestin 
and highly important debate which too 
‘place in the Spanish Cortes, on the 30th of 
Sn last, on the presentation by Senor 
Orensé of an amendment to No. 27 of the 
basis of the new Constitution. We have been 
favoured with a copy of the Diario de las 
Sesionés de las Cortes Constituyentes, from 
which we have translated the debate, almost 
verbatim. It will be observed that the 
amendment was withdrawn, but we believe 

the question is to be resumed. 


SEssIon OF THE CorTEs, June 30th. 

Notice was given, that after the discussion of 
the basis, Number 27 of the Constitution, the 
following amendment should be taken into con- 
sideration : 

“The Spanish nation binds herself to abolish 
Slavery in all her colonies, in a gradual way; as 
Spain wishes to injure as little as possible the 


existing interests of the citizens, and also to 
avoid the evils which may arise from such a mea- 
sure.” 


Notice of motion was dated, Palace of the 
Cortes, 7th of February 1853. Eduardo Ruiz 
Pons ; José Maria de Orensé’; M. Ferrery Garcés ; 
Eugenio Garcia Ruiz ; E. Figueras; Juan Ma- 
nuel Pereira ; José L. Liorens. 

The amendment having been read, SENnor 
OREnsE said: 

* T will be as concise as possible in my observa- 
tions, as I wish to give the least possible grounds 
for alarming certain persons concerning their pro- 
perty ; although I do not think that these pro- 

rty-interests are in so much danger (lhe 

inister-at-War, General O'Donnell, here asked 
permission to speak) as some persons fancy. I 
address my observations to proprietors, or at least 
to some of them, who are so apprehensive and 
nervous about their interests, that no sooner does 
any one speak about property than they exclaim 
aloud that we are in r of some catastrophe. 
T have always said, let them write against such 
a question as the present one as much as they 
please, but as I do not know of any community 
in the world which does not possess some kind of 
property, those who are so much alarmed are 
frightened without reason, and must be left to 
suffer the consequences of their want of courage. 
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“TI am aware that property, as generally 
understood, is quite different in its nature from 
the kind under notice ; but I cannot conceive that 
any qpnges to it. can arise from any speech that 
may be delivered in this place. It is certain that, 
some time in the last century, there was a great 
catastrophe at Saint Domingo ; but every change 
in the order of old institutions and of events has 

uced catastrophes of some sort or other. 

use, however, this has happened once or 
more, it is no reason why we should expect the 
same to happen again, especially if we consider 
the causes. 

“The French Republic succeeded, in 1848, in 
effecting, in her colonies, the very thing that she 
attempted sixty-six years before; but in 1848 it 
was done without difficulty, opposition, or 
danger. 

**The English nation disposed of this subject, 
as those people always do who can command im- 
mense resources. They began by buying the 
slaves, and consequently there was no further 
trouble. 

‘“*T am well aware that we cannot do the same : 
we are too poor a people. But there is all the 
difference between abolishing Slavery all at once, 
and in a single day, and accomplishing so inter- 
esting an event slowly and by degrees. I am 
entirely persuaded, that, for the sake of humanity, 
we should adopt a plan by which Slavery should 
be brought to an end at some future day, more 
or ies Saeetis but I should also like that this 
act be so gradual that there should be no reason- 
able grounds for alarm, on account of existing 
interests. 

* Last year there was published a law on this 
subject. There are said to be in the Island of 
Cuba 350,000 slaves, of whom 300,000 are on the 
plantations, and 50,000 in the cities. I would 
begin by setting free the 50,000 employed in the 
cities as servants and in other different occupa- 
tions, as the kind of work they do can very well 
be performed by white people, however hot the 
climate ; and, besides, the dignity of man is less 
humbled by this kind of toil than by the hard and 
monotonous labour in the field, which the slaves 
are generally forced todo. I do not think this 
subject ought to be one of disquiet to the owners 
ot aga oe and slaves in Cuba, as I have said 

ore. They have not the least ground for 
taking alarm, for my plan is, that the abolition of 
Slavery should be accomplished by very gentle 
means, If it is not effected in this manner, great 
evils might ensue. For instance, when the 
United States declared their independence, there 
were in the Federal States 300,000 slaves. All 
the men of advanced ideas wished Washington 
had adopted means very like those I propose ; but 
that illustrious general (who will occupy the first 
place in the history of humanity for having pro- 
tected and supported the nascent Republic) after 
having assisted in the establishment of her inde- 
pendence) did not think proper to adopt this 
course. The unhappy result is, that at present 
there are in the United States no less than three 
millions of slaves: a great blot on acountry that 
may be quoted as a pattern, in a great many 
other things, to the nations of Europe. 

“I am of opinion, therefore, that this is a 
question in every respect worthy of being seriously 
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considered by free Governments ; and should it be 
disposed of on the principle I have suggested, 
there is not the least occasion for the proprietors 
of Cuba taking the alarm. There is, however, 
another view to take; one under which their 
alarms are rather more reasonable. It is patent 
to everybody that the present state of things 
cannot continue for any length of time. Some 
change must come. The Spanish Cortes cannot 
submit to the dishonour, if we may say so, of 
being thought, by the whole world, indifferent to 
a subject so interesting to humanity; and for 
this reason I have presented the amendment 
that 1 have had the honour of moving.” 

The Mrntster-at-Wak then rose and said : 

‘‘ Gentlemen, there are certain subjects so in- 
teresting, so pressing, and so dangerous to the 
welfare of the country, that even in mentioning 
them a man ought to be extremely cautious of 
what he says. Of this kind is the proposition of 
Senor Orensé. 

** This proposition is in direct contradiction 
with the one lately agreed to unanimously; yet 
the honorable mover of the amendment under 
notice, who was present when it was carried, did 
not then rise to protest against our resolution. 
Now he presents a proposition at a moment when 
literally no discussion upon it can be raised, be- 
cause the Cortes have declared that there shall 
be no innovation whatever on the system of pro- 
perty as it at present exists in Cuba. It is known 
that the riches of the proprietors of the island, or 
at least of the principal part of them, depend upon 
Slavery. Consequently the Cortes have already 
pronounced upon this question, and it cannot be 
re-opened.” 

Senor Orexs—E— “The answer of General 
O’Donnell is rather more specious than substan- 
tial. At the time this question was considered, 
the state of things was peculiar, and he begged of 
me not to urge it, because, in the then position 
of Cuba, it would be very imprudent to do so, as 
it might complicate affairs extremely. I therefore 
remained silent; and now he brings my silence 
then against me as an argument why I should 
remain silent this time. I will speak out, and 
this is my answer to him. 

‘* The position of things then was quite diffe- 
rent from what it is at present. A catastrophe 
seemed imminent ; and what is proposed at pre- 
sent is a measure to forestal a multitude of evils 
which any one can see coming. 

“The Cortes may very well adopt a certain 
resolution upon any thing; but after some time 
they can also, if they think proper, adopt another 
at variance with it, when they believe it is con- 
venient to do so in consequence of new facts 
which have come to their knowledge. Very well, 
then : we are not discussing a project which is to 
be pat into execution immediately, but only a 
prisiciple which is to be developed in the course of 
time.” 

Senor Vatera then said: ‘“* The Committee 
¢an add very little, indeed nothing, to what has 
fallen from the Minister-at-War. They were of 
the opinion that the proposition just presented 
by the Marquis de Albaida (Senor Orens¢) could 
not be adopted as one of the bases of the new Con- 
stitution. The subject is so extremely delicate, 
exciting, and dangerous, that however prudent 
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honorable members may be who speak on it, there 
is every danger of some careless words being 
taken up and misrepresented, and of this be- 
coming a cause of fresh disturbances and troubles 
in Cuba. Now, the Committee. being desirous of 
avoiding this evil, and especially of not rendering 
themselves obnoxious to the charge of having 
raised questions likely to give rise to fresh com- 
plications and difficulties, considered it prudent 
not to admit the proposed new basis, and that no 
discussion ought to be raised upon it. Where- 
fore, upon the question being put, for the adop- 
tion of the addition, it was negatived.” 

Senor Mucnapa—‘ I beg that it may be re- 
corded that this resolution was unanimous.” 

Senor Orensé: ‘That is not the case, for I 
stand here to record my protest, as the author of 
the amendment, which was, besides, signed by six 
other deputies.” 


Here the subject dropped. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE TO CUBA. 


Our impression that the slave-trade to Cuba 
would not be checked by General Concha, 
the present Captain-General, but would ra- 
ther be favoured, and therefore be carried on 
with increased activity, has been abundantly 
confirmed. We have reason to know that 
the Havana correspondent of the New-York 
Tribune is in a position to acquire early and 
dependable information ; and as, from some 
cause, at present unknown to us, our private 
advices have, for some time past, failed to 
reach us, we append from recent numbers of 
the above-mentioned widely-circulated jour- 
nal, extracts from the most recent communi- 
cations of its correspondent, which will shew 
that within a very limited space of time, a 
large number of Africans have been landed, 
with the direct connivance of Concha. The 
annual Parliamentary papers on the Slave- 
trade, which have been only quite recently 
issued, set forth that 11,400 negroes were 
certainly landed during the year 1854; and 


this under the rule of a man (the Marquis 


de la Pezuela) whom Her Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge is of opinion was honestly 
disposed to put down the trade. 

lt is very certain that the great mortality 
amongst the negroes on the plantations, in 
1853, stimulated the traffic, leaving the ordi- 
nary incentives to its prosecution out of the 
question. 

We subjoin the extracts from the Ha- 
vana correspondence of the New-York Tri- 
bune. 

‘“* Havana, Saturday, Sept. 8, 1855. 

‘In my letter of the 23d ult. I informed you 
that an officer had been sent by the Captain- 
General to Ortigossa in search of the last cargo 
of Africans which had been landed near that 
place, and which circumstance was assumed as 
a tacit admission that the Africans had been 
landed. To my great surprise I have since as- 
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certained that General Concha continues offi- 
cially to deny that. there was any ianding of 
Africans at the time and place specified. This 
denial does not speak favourably for the cha- 
racter of General Concha, either as a lover of 
truth or as a man desirous to su the 
African slave-trade. Indeed it would rather 
appear that he desires to give the ‘infamous 
traffic’ secret enco t. I have fre- 

u heard it stated that he possesses an 
ton palm,’ and does not scorn a bribe. 
There Ns since been landed (I am not aware of 
the precise date when) a cargo of Africans in the 
old Bahama C *—a locality into which no 
‘cruiser’ would dare venture at this (the hurri- 
cane) season. 

“On Saturday last a week, another cargo of 
Africans was landed at Santa Cruz, on the south 
side of this island, and there was also a slaver 
seen somewhere off the coast in the jurisdiction of 
Trinidad, who obtained a supply of provisions, 
but who through, as is stated, the activity of the 
island authorities was not enabled to land her 
living cargo there. William Sidney Smith, Esq., 
is the British Vice-Consul at Trinidad, and his 
‘presence may lead the authorities there to make 
.a show of ‘activity’ to prevent the landing 
of Africans; but that they in reality desire to 
do so I do not believe. Thus you will perceive, 
that although Spain has promised to suppress 
the ‘slave-trade,’ it continues to be prosecuted 
almost as actively as ever ; and it will, you may 
rely, be ever thus, until the men who carry it on 
shall be declared by Spain to be pirates, the com- 
mon enemies of all mankind. 

“ The Gaceta of the 4th inst. contains a * Cir- 
cular’ which declares that police-officers who ap- 
prehend runaway emancipadoes are not to be en- 
titled to receive any payment from the master of 
the emancipado for so doing; and then follow 


the annexed . regulations ting runaway 
7 see ag which I translate from the 
aceta : , 


‘1. When an emancipado of the class ap- 
prenticed to learn a trade runs away from his 
master, he is to be placed, as soon as taken, for 
a month at the public works within the district 
in which is his master’s residence ; and for each 
subsequent offence of a like nature, two months 
similar punishment. 

«2. Similar correction, and the loss of salary 
for the entire period of the flight and punishment, 
must be imposed upon the emancipadoes who 
work by day-work and run away. 

‘3. To the consignees of emancipadoes who 
flee, the Government shall give a certificate 
stating the period the punishment of the eman- 
cipado has lasted, in order that the consignee 
may be free from paying the monthly salary of 
the emancipado; and on this account he may be 
free from paying for the period he has not had 
the emancipado in his power. 

‘4. The flight of the emancipado will not free 
the consignee from the obligation into which he 
has bound himself to answer to the Government 
about the emancipado, nor from the payment of 
the dues agreed upon, according to di class of 
the emancipado; and these must continue until 
a new contract is entered upon in a manner to 
absolve the old one. Neither will this give the 
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consignee any right to ask or obtain any diminu- 
tion of any kind. 
‘God save you many years: 
‘ (Signed. ConcHA. 
‘To Senor the Lieutenant-Governor of ——.’” 


“Havana, Sept. 23, 1855. 

“There have been two more cargoes of Afri- 
cans landed at Santa Cruz on the south coast of 
this island ; also a considerable number of ‘ half- 
starved’ (so says my informant) Africans were 
found in the woods in the jurisdiction of Sancti 
Spiritu, being no doubt part of a cargo landed 
near that place some little time since, and of 
which you were informed at the time. Day by 
day do I become more thoroughly convinced that 
a certain high perso affords aid and assis- 
tance to the slave-traders; and that if a few 
Africans are sometimes captured, it is only be- 
cause a sufficiently large bribe has not been paid 
to permit their disembarkation without molesta- 
tion, or else it is done to ‘throw dust in the 
eyes’ of the British authorities here and in Eng- 
land. There cannot be a doubt, that had we at 
the head of affairs here a man who really desired 
to put a stop to the slave-trade, as did the last 
Captain-General, the Marquis de la Pezuela, the 
infamous traffic would soon cease ; but such un- 
fortunately not being the case, the slave-traders 
are pursuing their ‘is aceful business with a 
boldness and audacity that has seldom been sur- 
passed. When will it be otherwise? and echo 
answers WHEN! Not, I fear, while the present 
ruler of Cuba sways her destinies; for in his 
honesty of purpose, as respects the suppression 
of the slave-trade, no one who knows what have 
been his recent acts can have the slightest confi- 
dence. 

* Conversing, three or four days since, with an 
extensive planter relative to the introduction of 
the Chinese, he gave it as his opinion that the 
experiment was attended with danger to the fu- 
ture safety of the Island ; ‘ for,’ said he, ‘ already 
the negroes begin to recognise in the Chinese a 
superior race ; and by the time forty or fifty thou- 
sands of Chinese have been introduced—and this 
will be done within a comparatively short space 
of time—they and the negroes will fraternize, and 
then it will be impossible to keep either in bonds. 
A horrible servile war will ensue,’ continued he, 
‘and the results it needs not the eye of prophecy 
to foresee.’ Supposing his prognostications to 
prove correct, it will be scarcely a cause for la- 
mentation if the Asiatics should be the means of 
casting off the chains of Slavery that now appear 
so firmly riveted on the unfortunate Africans. 

“A negro named Manuel Hernandez was 
garoted on Monday last for murder.” 


“ Havana, Thursday, Sept. 27, 1855. 

“It is my duty toreport to you the disembar- 
kation of another large cargo of Africans (over 
eight hundred in number, I believe) somewhere 
near Bahia Honda, within a few days past. 

** My information came direct from the palace, 
so I dare presume that General Concha will not 
on this occasion attempt to deny the authen- 
ticity of my statement. Indeed, I am aware 
that he has ‘ expressed a hope that he will have 
entire number captured!’ but who believes 

im?” 
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JAMAICA. 


Tux following observations on the develop- 
ment of the resources of Jamaica were for- 
warded to us for publication some time ago. 
The views of the writer, who has been many 
years resident in Jamaica, have much to 
recommend them to the consideration of the 
friends of the emancipated classes. 


*T have been for upwards of twenty years a 
resident in this island, and am intimately ac- 
quainted with its condition. I am satisfied that 
were a judicious effort to be made for the develop- 
ment of its power, to raise the products of its 
soil by the usual appliances which make agricul- 
‘tural economy in all other countries, the result 
would be greatly conducive to the general course 
of Emancipation, as well as to the happiness of 
our neglected and ill-managed people. 

“TI consider one of the greatest evils of our 
social condition to be, that the production of our 
exportable products is chiefly by the large estates, 
which are generally either in the hands of ab- 
sentee proprietors, who manage them by an ex- 
tensive system of deputies and under-deputies, 
or in those of residents working with money ob- 
tained at an exceedingly expensive rate, and in 
many cases with great uncertainty. As a con- 
sequence, the rate of wages to the labourer has 
been reduced to so low a point that they are un- 
able to sustain themselves as a well-conditioned 
peasantry, and they have, in very many in- 
stances, therefore, become exceedingly averse to 
work on the pfantations at all. Under these evil 
influences the agriculture of the country is rapidly 
ae and estates are being sold to any one 
who will pay down at once a sum equivalent to 
the value of the cattle and the old metal that are 
attached to the freeholds. But what is worse 
than all, the sacred cause of Emancipation has, 
in consequence of these circumstances, been evil 
spoken of in many quarters. 

“The best remedy, in my opinion, would be 
applied, if encouragement were given to the colo- 
nization on our now vast vacant territories in 
this island, of a class of small, independent agri- 
culturists, who would raise on their own account, 
and chiefly by the labour of their own families, 
cotton, coffee, sugar, and our numerous minor 

roducts, which comprise many valuable articles 
th of food and of luxury. 

“Were an effort of this kind wisely and hu- 
manely made, on a moderate scale, as an experi- 
ment in the first instance, I am satisfied that 
the result would be highly satisfactory; and I 
think, moreover, that any money invested in it 
would not be sunk, but ultimately returned, after 
having accomplished the most important objects. 

“It has occurred to me that the best com- 
mencement of an experiment of this kind would 
be by the colonization of some of the coloured 
refugees who are now in Canada, many of whom 
are persons of great intelligence and skill in agri- 
culture ; but especially they are acquainted with 
the cultivation of cotton, and the processes neces- 
sary for its preparation for the market, and also 
with the culture of rice, with none of which our 
people are familiar, although our climate and 
soil are admirably adapted for both. 

‘The sum of 10007. would suffice to purchase 
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a piece of land sufficient for the comfortable 
location of a hundred families, which would con- 
stitute a small township. They could be com- 
fortably conveyed to this island at about 5/. per 
head. About 30/. would suffice for the building 
of a house and the settlement of each family, 
until they could support themselves. For the 
expense incurred on these accounts, and for the 
value or price of the land allotted to each, a pro- 
missory note or bond should be given, payable by 
instalments, without interest, and the title to 
their land withheld till the payments should be 
completed. 

‘* The experiment, however, might be tried on 
a much smaller scale. But the | would be 
more impressive, and therefore exceedingly de- 
sirable; and considering the important interests 
that would be involved in the success of such an 
undertaking, there would, I think, be little diffi- 
culty in getting up the requisite funds, or in 
finding a proper party to superintend the proper 
carrying out of the scheme. 

* * * * 

“I may mention, generally, with reference to 
improving the condition of the black population 
in this island, that I think the most important 
measures which could be taken would be by the 
establishment of townships and inferior towns 
and villages, under regulations recognising the 
necessity of a due observance of moral-and re- 
ligious order amongst the inhabitants. Unless 
something of this kind be done, I am afraid it 
will be a long time until the beneficial conse- 
quences of emancipation in this island can be 
made fully manifest.” 








ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
BRAZIL. 


We subjoin a translation of an extremely 
interesting letter which we have received 
from Rio de Janeiro. The writer is the 
Secretary of a Society established there for 
the extinction of Slavery, and for the pro- 
motion of immigration and the colonization 
of the aborigines. The letter addressed to 
him, by the Secretary of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, was published 
in the Correio Mercantil of the 21st of May 
ult.; in the Diario do Rio de Janeiro, of the 
same date; and in the Jornal do Commercio, 
also of the same date. Since their appear- 
ance, an article on the subject has been pub- 
lished in the former paper, the substance of 
which we will present to our readers in a 
future number. 

** Rio de Janeiro, 27th May 1855. 
“To Mr. L. A. Chamerovzow, 

‘* Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society. 

“T have had the pleasure of receiving the 
letter you addressed to me under date the 27th 
ult., on the subject of Slavery, and the possibility 
of obtaining its total extinction. This is the 
first letter I have had the honour of receiving : 
the one you informed me you had sent me by 
private hand has not yet reached me. 

‘I have taken the liberty of publishing your 
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letter to me in some of the principal papers in 
the capital. 1 send you a few copies of them, as 
I wish to let you see them in print. I may ob- 
serve that the Brazilians suffered great insults 
from the English Government whilst the slave- 
trade was tolerated by them, as, to wit, the seizure 
of several slavers under the guns of our batteries. 
In the general opinion there is nothing to prove 
that the English acted with such energy for the 
suppression of the slave-trade for mere philan- 
thropy’s sake, and without some other motive 
than the love of humanity and Christian charity. 
I have, however, no objection myself to assume 
the opposite view, as 1 am of the same way of 
thinking in this matter as the English people, 
and believe that the Government acted only for 
the sake of humanity, and under the pressure of 
public opinion, the result of conviction. 

** Now, England is essentially a manufacturing 
country, and, as such, must prosper in the same 
proportion as those countries do to which she is 
united by the tie of commercial interest. But is 
Brazil in the same position ? 

‘*¢ In the letter which you addressed to me, you 
dwell at some length on the objects of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and on its de- 
termination to employ all moral and pacific means 
for the extinction of that infamous barbarity 
called the slave-trade, and for the extinction of 
the system of Slavery. I believe I have it in my 
power to shew on what grounds England must 
rest her hopes for the extinction of Slavery. 

“The Rio Anti-Slavery Society was instituted 
on the 7th of September 1850, at a time when 
measures were being taken for the suppression of 
the traffic, indeed, when it was at an end. Its 
chief efforts, therefore, were confined to the de- 
vising of means for the abolition of Slavery, as 
was truly remarked by Mr. Candler, in his speech 
before the Conference in November last. 

* The following are the objects of the Society : 

‘Ist. The employment of every legal means 
a suppression of the infamous African Slave- 
trade. 

‘2d. To promote an immigration of the poorer 
class of Europeans, who, under the pressure of 
excessive labour and low wages at home, may be 
willing to come to us, and share with us the 
riches with which nature has loaded our great 
country. 

*3d. To promote by every means the civiliza- 
tion and colonization of the aboriginal population.’ 

‘* By acting upon this policy the Society might 
have hoped to obtain the extinction of the slave- 
trade, and the Society would then have presented 
for the approval of Government certain measures 
for the total abolition of Slavery in Brazil. I 
have the pleasure of forwarding you some copies 
of a work, which will prove to you that these are 
the opinions held on this subject by every sensible 
man in Brazil. 

“It is supposed, that up to the present time 
the Government has abstained from taking any 
final resolution on the subject, in order to give 
time to the Anti-Slavery Society to present the 
plan by which this desirable object may be at- 
tained. You will see, by the copies of the work 
aforesaid, that our Rio Society is acting upon the 
same principles as the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society. 
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**T have likewise had the honour of receiving 
the report of the Meeting of your Society, which 
took place at London on the 29th and 30th of 
November 1854, as also copies of the petition ad- 
dressed by the Society to Marshal Espartéro. I 
would take the liberty of soliciting the favour of 
your endeavouring to get published in the daily 
papers the facts relating to Brazil presented to 
the meeting by Mr. John Candler. I consider 
them very important, and 1 have had them 
printed here and circulated. 

** You are very anxious to know whether the 
Brazilian slave-trade is abolished. I have much 
pleasure in informing you, that since 1852 it has 
been completely done away with. Mr. Candler 
has pean said as much in his speech, and you - 
will find the evidence of it in the newspapers and 
in the Parliamentary documents published since 
that time. 

**T cannot give you in this letter any account 
of the progress made in free labour in our plan- 
tations, as it would be necessary for me to enter 
into a long narration. I can assure you, how- 
ever, upon my honour, that the Brazilians are in 
earnest, and are doing all in their gid to in- 
troduce free labour, and to accomplish their object 
by colonization. The Government having eman- 
ge the land, affords great facilities for the 

e of it, and for the establishing of military 
or civil colonies. The governors of the pro- 
vinces are almost all beginning to follow the ex- 
ample set by the governor-general, who has 
entered into contract for the introduction of im- 
migrants. Several private companies have been 
formed to carry out the object. The result is, that 
Portugal, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, 
and China, are now sending in labourers and 
settlers. 

“I am sorry I cannot send you any statistical 
documents proving the advantage of free-labour 
over slave-labour. I should have to institute mi- 
nute inquiries and go into details which cannot 
be brought within the compass of a letter. I 
may say, however, that on our public works in 

eneral, though free-labour is always found to be 

earer, that is, more expensive than slave-labour, 
the superiority of the former over the latter is 
proved by the very decided preference given 
to it. 

** I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the last 
Annual Raut of your Society, which you had 
the goodness to forward me. 

** Respecting the transmission of newspapers 
containing any facts relating to the abolition of 
Slavery, you may send them by mail, as, ac- 
cording to the agreement entered into with our 
Government for the mail service of the English 
packets, newspapers are exempt from postage. 

“T am really sorry not to be able to send you 
any statistical return of the number of slaves in 
Brazil. It is possible that some such return may 
exist in some of the provinces, but I do not think 
that there is any for the province of Rio. 

“The interprovincial and coastwise slave- 
trade is unhappily still carried on. The 
province of Rio Grande do Sul contains many 
slaves, on the introduction of every one of whom 
an import duty is paid. They are sent in in con- 
siderable numbers. 

“*T beg to assure you, that in that province a 
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measure for the extinction of Slavery would be 
received with joy, if proper measures were taken 
for this end without detriment to existing in- 
terests. ‘The same may be asserted as to the 
other provinces, for the reasons I am about to give. 

“Whatever view is taken of this subject, a 
due proportion between the two sexes must be 
kept up—a proportion established by the wise 
law of nature, and so necessary for the increase 
of the population. This may be done gradually, 
always keeping in view the annual increase and 
the annual falling off from old age, particularly 
of those slaves who have worked hard in their 
youth. jt may appear improper in a Brazilian to 
praise his own countrymen, but I will appeal to 
every foreigner who has resided in Brazil for any 
time to say honestly whether the slaves are not 
treated with humanity. In the manner above 
mentioned, if the number of slaves diminish, and 
if their progeny are freed, it is manifest that 
Slavery must be extinguished in Brazil in a very 
few years. The Anti-Slavery Society may hope 
to see this consummation in due course of time, 
and be satisfied to continue to act with the same 
energy to put an end to Slavery, as it has shewn 
to put down the slave-trade. 

** Being convinced of the necessity of replacin 
slave-labour in some way, the Society has 
recourse to the scheme of colonization, and will 


strive to establish it in the province of Rio de 


Janeiro, Espiritu de Santo, &c., by the introduc- 
tion of European immigrants, as well as by the 
colonization of aborigines. 

* Respecting the prices of the slaves at Rio, 
some slaves are worth 80/. or 907.; and when 
they are active, intelligent, and know a trade, 
they are worth twice that amount: | regret that 
Icannot give you a more complete answer to 
your letter. 

** Allow me to assure you that the Rio Anti- 
Slavery Society cordially sympathises with yours, 
and will be happy to keep up a correspondence 
which is likely to be so mutually advantageous. 

**] have the honour to be, 
** With much consideration, 
‘** Your respectful and obedient servant, 
* MANUEL DA CunHa GALvao.” 





THE SLAVE-MOTHER’S LAMENT. 
A POEM. 
(Suggested by Hood's * Song of the Shirt.”’) 

Weary, and hungry, and worn, 
And beating in sorrow her breast, 
A Slave-mother sat through the night ’till morn, 
Rocking her infant to rest. 
Hush! hush! hush! 
Sleep, babe! but oh, never wake! 
The woe that’s for me is in store for thee : 
Die, babe! though thy mother's heart break. 


Work! work! work! 

Long ere the lark carols aloof; 

And work, work, work, 

Till the stars shine through Heaven's roof. 
Woe! woe, to be a slave, 

To be flogged ’till you cannot stand ; 

Yet a child of God's, with a soul to save: 
And this in a Christian land! 
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Work! work! work! 

That fine dames cheap cotton may wear ; 
Work, work, work, 

And leave off if you only dare. 

Plough, and harrow, and hoe, 

Hoe, and harrow, and plough ; 

No food, no repose, though you sink half dead, 
As weary as I am now. 


Pick! pick! pick! 

’Till torn are your fingers, and sore ; 

And still pick, pick, 

*Till the cotton is dyed with gore. 

Pick! pick! pick! 

For have cotton cheap ladies will ; 

The work that’s begun will never be done, 
The breath leaves the body until. 


Work! work! work! 

In sunshine, in wind, and in rain; 
Work! work! work! 

And still work for another's gain. 
Work! work! work! 

In sorrow, in sickness, in fear ; 
Work ever, work, workpwork, 
With never a bright hope to cheer. 


Oh women! think and weep! 

Think, mothers; think, sisters; think, wives : 
When cotton you buy, and buy it so cheap, 

At the price ’tis of human lives. 

Pick! pick! pick! 

Whilst the cow-hide is cracking around ; 
Pick! pick! pick! 

In dread at its horrible sound.. 


Oh, mothers! with children dear, 

To love, cherish, and call your own ; 

Change places with me, and ask God to hear, 
Whilst you pray for a heart of stone. 

Yes! pray for a heart hard as stone, 

For the one He gave you would burst, [caress’d, 
If torn from your breast were the babe you 
And you for despairing were curs‘d. 


By night as well as day, 
That Death’s hand in mercy might close 


‘The eyes of your babe, you'd fervently pray, 


‘And rejoice in its last repose. 

For once in old time it was said: 

Such innocents let come to Me; 

My Kingdom above is made up of these, 
And there all my children are free. 


And why should such babes live? 

To curse of their birth the sad day! 

And why should tender mothers give, 

A love that is stolen away? 

Oh! rather let them die, 

Like young buds in an unkind spring ; 

Let them die ere they know their life is woe, 
And long ere their sorrows begin. 


‘ 
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Thus through the night till morn, 
And beating in sorrow her breast ; 
A Slave-mother sat, though weary and worn, 
Rocking her infant to rest. 
Hush! hush! hush! 
Sleep, babe! but oh, never wake! 
The woe that’s for me is in store for thee: 
Die, babe! though thy mother’s heart break. 
Louis ALExIs CHAMEROYZOW. 
27 New Broad Street, London, 
12th October 1855. 


The foregoing poem has been contributed 
to a collection of “Autographs for Free- 
dom,” being made by Wilson Armistead, 
Esq., and which it is intended shall be litho- 
ig. ea and bound up in quarto volumes, to 

isposed of for the benefit of the anti- 
slavery cause. The writer will be happy to 
receive and forward any others, or they may 
be sent direct to Mr. Armistead, Water Hall, 
Leeds. Her Majesty Queen Victoria has, it 
appears, contributed to this collection, as have 
many other illustrious pe and nu- 
merous well-known friends to the cause. 








WEST AFRICA. 


WE subjoin the following extracts from the 
October number of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Notices. The subject of West Africa has re- 
cently attracted considerable attention, in 
consequence of the proceedings of the British 
authorities against the natives, and is likely 
to be made the topic of renewed parliamentary 
discussion. It must be interesting to the 
friends of the negro race to receive informa- 
tion which exhibits the progress which the 
negro is making’, on his native soil, in the arts 
of civilized life. 
THE GOLD COAST AND DAHOMEY. 

“The great desideratum for Whydah, just 
now, is a suitable chapel, such an one as could be 
- erected for about from 4007. to 5007. Such a 
step as this would give the Mission a high stand- 
ing there, and would speedily, in all probability, 
lead to grand results in the raising up of a church 
and — there. 

**Then, indeed, we may bid farewell to the 
slave-trade there, as there would soon be too 
large a flood of light pouring into that city of 
slave-barracoons to admit of the continued ex- 
istence of such a curse. The population of 
Whydah is estimated at 18,000 souls. O that 
some of the wealthy friends in England, who 
have ever shewn such exalted sympathy towards 
the poor victims of the slave-trade, would now 
kindly come forward and give us special aid in 
erecting, on that site of so many scenes of dark- 
ness, a temple for the worship of the living God ! 
What a spot would Whydah be for a Buxton 
Chapel! How sublimely interes:ing would be 
such a circumstance! Judging from the present 
aspect of the work there, as to the ready dispo- 
sition of the masses of the people to listen to the 
word of life, a chapel of such dimensions as about 
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sixty feet by thirty would be no sooner erected 
than filled with attentive listeners to the word of 
sa * x % % 

“ Another very interesting feature in the con- 
uct of the King of Dahomey, at this time, is his 
anxiety to have English legal trade greatly in- 
creased at Whydah. 

‘**Mr. Dawson informs me, that, within the past 
few weeks, the king has sent expressly to certain 
ship-owners in Liverpool, entreating them to open 
an extensive business at Whydah ; assuring them 
of due protection, on his part, of their interests 
under such circumstances, and offering them, as 
a reason for his application, his desire to meet 
entirely the wishes of the Queen of England re- 
lative to the suppression of the slave-trade ; and 
very sensibly calling their attention to the cir- 
cumstance of his requiring an extensive legal 
trade between his country and England, to ena- 
him to put an entire stop to that which is 
i eth 

NYT tans hastily remark, in conclusion, that his 
recent correspondence with the Foreign Office in 
London, which arose out of our visit to him last 
year, seems to be having a salutary effect upon 
his mind; and that a full and entire answer to 
Lord Clarendon’s letter is the chief object for 
which he is so anxious to see me just now. I will 
only, further, repeat my remark in my letter to 
the Committee on my return from Dahomey last 
year, namely, that the king will eventually make 
any and every possible sacrifice of present pecu- 
niary advantage from the slave-trade, to secure 
the dgerrr | and respect of, and extensive com- 
merce with, England.” 


SIERRA LEONE. 

“It will be gratifying to you to learn that 
some seizures in the slave-trade department have 
recently been made. H.M.S. the Ferret ca 
tured at Rio Pongas a fine brig, fitted up for 
conveyance of slaves. The captain found no 
slaves on board, and only one of the crew: the 
rest, it was said, were on shore, making prepa- 
ration for the shipment of their human cargo. 
And about a mont age upwards of forty poor 
creatures, principally children of the Kono tribe, 
were delivered from bondage in a most remarkable 
manner. It appears that some Mandingoes were 
conveying them from the Shebro country to Bul- 
lom, and in passing Sierra Leone one of their ca- 
noes received so much damage as to render it 
necessary for them to pull for the shore without 
delay. They landed near to Goderich, a place 
about six miles from Freetown, and immediately 
sent off a canoe to acquaint their countrymen 
with their situation, and request assistance. In 
the mean time they hid themselves in the bush 
near the above-named village, where they re- 
mained for some time without being perceived by 
the people. But fortunately one of the slaves 
managed to effect his escape, and, of course, let 
out the secret. The constable proceeded at once 
to the place, seized the slaves, and brought them 
to Freetown. One of them has since died from 
the ill-treatment received during the voyage in 
the canoe: the rest are still here, where they are 
properly attended to. How providential the de- 
liverance of these unfortunate beings from de- 
grading and perhaps perpetual bondage ! 
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‘«‘ They were only just discovered in time; for 
the very day after that of their deliverance the 
canoe which had been despatched returned with 
others to carry them off.” 





BRITISH ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS. 


BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGRO FRIEND’S 
SOCIETY. 


Tuts Society has recently issued its Thirtieth 
Annual Report. It may interest many of 
our readers to learn that it was one of the 
first Anti-slavery Associations “ever esta- 
blished,” having members and correspondents 
in every part of the country, and that it 
materially assisted in the emancipation of the 
slaves in our West-India colonies. With the 
passing of that Act, however, the Society did 
not consider their duties at an end, but rather 
that it was imperative on them to pursue 
their labours, by seeking to educate and im- 
prove the descendants of those Africans who 
suffered such grievous wrongs whilst England 
was a slave-trading nation. In their Report, 
the Committee state that “their correspon- 
dence with many zealous missionaries gives 
them encouragement to believe that the assis- 
tance they render is both important and highly 
appreciated; and they are personally ac- 
uainted with others, whom they would be 
thankful to help, if the income of the Society 
permitted. Seven pounds per annum is about 
the sum required br the salary of a young 
coloured person who is competent to teac 
needle-work, and which is an addition much 
needéd ; in the Girls’ Schools especially.” 
The Committee also lay great stress on 
the immense support given to the Slave sys- 
tem of the United § States, by the consumption 
of her cotton in this country, and urge it as 
“a great duty on the abolitionists and phil- 
anthropists of Great Britain, to promote by 
every means in their power the cultivation 
of free-grown cotton, especially in India.” 
They express much satisfaction in ‘the fact 
“that the principle of abstinence from slave 
produce was strongly recommended by one 
of the rules of the Society at its formation in 
1825 ;” and allude to its records to shew, 
“that in that and the three subsequent years, 
about 20,000 families in Birmingham were 
called upon in order to recommend them to 
carry out this principle; one,” the Committee 
proceed to state, “ adopted to so large an ex- 
tent during the struggle for the abolition of 
the African Slave-trade, that THomas Ciark- 
SON computed there were at that time 300,000 
ersons who abstained from the use of West- 
ndia sugar.” They add that “this rule was 
brought under the notice of Mrs. Strowz, 
when the Committee presented an address to 
her, on her visit to Birmingham ; and its im- 
portance was fully set forth in PRorEessor 
Stowe’s reply.” Referenceis likewise made 
to the “Tribute” of 1800/. presented to. Mrs. 
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Stowe for anti-slavery purposes, the t 
proportion of the labour en stnee with the 
raising of which was performed by a com- 
mittee of Birmingham ladies appointed by 
the Society. 

WALTHAMSTOW LADIES’ ANTI-SLAVERY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The principal object of the above Society 
is to promote the free-labour movement. Its 
funds are also appropriated to assisting the 
working friends of the African race in their 
occasional appeals to the public in cases of 
special emergency, to the securing of at least 
one anti-slavery lecture every year, and to 
circulating anti-slavery papers and books 
with a view to keep up an interest in the 
cause of Emancipation. The articles of fancy 
work made by the ladies are sent to one or 
other of the anti-slavery Bazaars held on both 
sides of the Atlantic. The Society has just 
issued its Fourth Annual Report. 


LEEDS ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION. _ 
In the May number of the Anti-Slavery Re- 


porter we gave an account of the —— 
at the Second Annual Meeting of the above- 


named Society. We have now to notice its 
Second Annual Report. 

The Committee refer to the project of 
raising a fund of 3001. to offer two pees on 
“The best and speediest method of a ~~] 
negro Slavery,” of which fund about 80/. 
are still wanting. They also dwell upon 
the following as amongst the most pro- 
minent proceedings of the Society during the 
last year: resolutions signed by the Mayor 
of Leeds, embodying a protest against the 
Nebraska measure, and which were copied 
into pro-slavery and anti-slavery American 
toh : the reception of the Rev. 8. R. 
Ward, who delivered an address on behalf of 
the Society ; of Mrs. Follen, who furnished 
the Committee with much information on the 
decided effect of British anti-slavery sym- 
pathy and of the opinions of the British press 
upon the public mind of America: the send- 
ing of a deputation to the Conference con- 
vened by the North-of-England Anti-Slavery 
and India Reform , and to that called 
by the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society : the publication in tract form, by the 
Committee, of E. Baines’s Letter to the 
Editors of Newspapers in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, and the issue of a tract in German, 
entitled A few words to Emigrants, of which 
10,000 were distributed, the effort having 
been promoted by a_ special subscription. 
The Committee also refer to the visit of Mr. 
Parker Pillsbury, and to the information they 
derived from him, on the general subject of 
anti-slavery and pro-slavery proceedings in 
the United States. The Committee con- 
clude by making an appeal for an increase 
of subscribers, feeling that there is a growing 
necessity for strengthening the hands of 
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Thus through the night till morn, 
And beating in sorrow her breast ; 
A Slave-mother sat, though weary and worn, 
Rocking her infant to rest. 
Hush! hush! hush! 
Sleep, babe! but oh, never wake! 
The woe that’s for me is in store for thee: 
Die, babe! though thy mother’s heart break. 
Louis ALEx1s CHAMEROYVZOW. 
27 New Broad Street, London, 
12th October 1855. 


The foregoi m has been contributed 
to a clhalien ot = Autographs for Free- 
dom,” being made by Wilson Armistead, 
Esq., and which it is intended shall be litho- 
lg rs and bound up in quarto volumes, to 
isposed of for the benefit of the anti- 
slavery cause. The writer will be happy to 
receive and forward any others, or they ma 
be sent direct to Mr. Armistead, Water Hall, 
Leeds. Her Majesty Queen Victoria has, it 
appears, contributed to this collection, as have 
many other illustrious and nu- 
merous well-known friends to the cause. 








WEST AFRICA. 


WE subjoin the following extracts from the 
October number of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Notices. The subject of West Africa has re- 
cently attracted considerable attention, in 
consequence of the proceedings of the British 
authorities against the natives, and is likely 
to be made the topic of renewed parliamentary 
discussion. It must be interesting to the 
friends of the negro race to receive informa- 
tion which exhibits the progress which the 
negro is making, on his native soil, in the arts 
of civilized life. 


THE GOLD COAST AND DAHOMEY. 


“The great desideratum for Whydah, just 
now, is a suitable chapel, such an one as could be 
- erected for about from 4007. to 5007. Such a 
step as this would give the Mission a high stand- 
ing there, and would speedily, in all probability, 
lead to grand results in the raising up of a church 
and — there. 

“Then, indeed, we may bid farewell to the 
slave-trade there, as there would soon be too 
large a flood of light pouring into that city of 
slave-barracoons to admit of the continued ex- 
istence of such a curse. The population of 
Whydah is estimated at 18,000 souls. O that 
some of the wealthy friends in England, who 
have ever shewn such exalted sympathy towards 
the poor victims of the slave-trade, would now 
kindly come forward and give us special aid in 
erecting, on that site of so many scenes of dark- 
ness, a temple for the worship of the living God ! 
What a spot would Whydah be for a Buxton 
Chapel! How sublimely interesiing would be 
such a circumstance! Judging from the present 
aspect of the work there, as to the ready dispo- 
sition of the masses of the people to listen to the 
word of life, a chapel of such dimensions as about 
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sixty feet by thirty would be no sooner erected 
than filled with attentive listeners to the word of 
oo * * % % 

* Another very interesting feature in the con- 
duct of the King of Dahomey, at this time, is his 
anxiety to have English legal trade greatly in- 
creased at Whydah. 

‘** Mr. Dawson informs me, that, within the past 
few weeks, the king has sent rea to certain 
ship-owners in Liverpool, entreating them to open 
an extensive business at Whydah ; assuring them 
of due protection, on his part, of their interests 
under such circumstances, and offering them, as 
a reason for his application, his desire to meet 
entirely the wishes of the Queen of England re~ 
lative to the suppression of the slave-trade ; and 
very sensibly calling their attention to the cir- 
cumstance of his requiring an extensive legal 
trade between his country and England, to ena- 
bod him to put an entire stop to that which is 
i , 

MY sins hastily remark, in conclusion, that his 
recent correspondence with the Foreign Office in 
London, which arose out of our visit to him last 
year, seems to be having a salutary effect upon 
his mind; and that a full and entire answer to 
Lord Clarendon’s letter is the chief object for 
which he is so anxious to see me just now. I will 
only, further, repeat my remark in my letter to 
the Committee on my return from Dahomey last 
year, namely, that the king will eventually make 
any and every possible sacrifice of present pecu- 
niary advantage from the slave-trade, to secure 
the friendship and respect of, and extensive com- 
merce with, England.’ 

SIERRA LEONE. 

“It will be gratifying to you to learn that 
some seizures in the slave-trade department have 
recently been made. H.M.S. the Ferret cap- 
tured at Rio Pongas a fine brig, fitted up for 
conveyance of slaves. The captain found no 
slaves on board, and only one of the crew: the 
rest, it was said, were on shore, making prepa- 
ration for the shipment of their human cargo. 
And about a mont o upwards of forty poor 
creatures, principally children of the Kono tribe, 
were delivered from bondage in a most remarkable 
manner. It appears that some Mandingoes were 
conveying them from the Shebro country to Bul- 
lom, and in passing Sierra Leone one of their ca- 
noes received so much damage as to render it 
necessary for them to pull for the shore without 
delay. They landed near to Goderich, a place 
about six miles from Freetown, and immediately 
sent off a canoe to acquaint their countrymen 
with their situation, and request assistance. In 
the mean time they hid themselves in the bush 
near the above-named village, where they re- 
mained for some time without being perceived by 
the people. But fortunately one of the slaves 
managed to effect his escape, and, of course, let 
out the secret. The constable proceeded at once 
to the place, seized the slaves, and brought them 
to Freetown. One of them has since died from 
the ill-treatment received during the voyage in 
the canoe: the rest are still here, where they are 
properly attended to. How providential the de- 
liverance of these unfortunate beings from de- 
grading and perhaps perpetual bondage ! 
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‘** They were only just discovered in time; for 
the very day after that of their deliverance the 
canoe which had been despatched returned with 
others to carry them off.” 





BRITISH ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS. 


BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGRO FRIEND’S 
SOCIETY. 
Tuts Society has recently issued its Thirtieth 
Annual Report. It may interest many of 
our readers to learn that it was one of the 
first Anti-slavery Associations “ ever esta- 
blished,” having members and correspondents 
in every part of the country, and that it 
materially assisted in the emancipation of the 
slaves in our West-India colonies. With the 
passing of that Act, however, the Society did 
not consider their duties at an end, but rather 
that it was imperative on them to pursue 
their labours, by seeking to educate and im- 
prove the descendants of those Africans who 
suffered such grievous wrongs whilst England 
was a slave-trading nation. In their Report, 
the Committee state that “their correspon- 
dence with many zealous missionaries gives 
them encouragement to believe that the assis- 
tance they render is both important and highly 
appreciated; and they are personally ac- 
oa re with others, whom they would be 
thankful to help, if the income of the Society 
permitted. Seven pounds per annum is about 
the sum required ir the salary of a young 
coloured person who is competent to teac 
needle-work, and which is an addition much 
needéd ; in the Girls’ Schools especially.” 
The Committee also lay great stress on 
the immense support given to the Slave sys- 
tem of the United States, by the consumption 
of her cotton in this country, and urge it as 
“a great duty on the abolitionists and phil- 
anthropists of Great Britain, to promote by 
every means in their power the cultivation 
of free-grown cotton, especially in India.” 
They express much satistaction in ‘the fact 
“that the principle of abstinence from slave 
produce was strongly recommended by one 
of the rules of the Society at its formation in 
1825 ;” and allude to its records to shew, 
“that in that and the three subsequent years, 
about 20,000 families in Birmingham were 
called upon in order to recommend them to 
carry out this principle; one,” the Committee 
proceed to state, “ adopted to so large an ex- 
tent during the struggle for the abolition of 
the African Slave-trade, that THomas Ciark- 
SON computed there were at that time 300,000 
ersons who abstained from the use of West- 
ndia sugar.” They add that “this rule was 
brought under the notice of Mrs. Srows, 
when the Committee presented an address to 
her, on her visit to Birmingham ; and its im- 
portance was fully set forth in PRorgssor 
Stowk’s reply.” Reference is likewise made 
to the “Tribute” of 1800/. presented to. Mrs. 
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Stowe for anti-slavery purposes, the t 
proportion of the ae hg with the 
raising of which was performed by a com- 
mittee of Birmingham ladies appointed by 
the Society. . 

WALTHAMSTOW LADIES’ ANTI-SLAVERY 
| ASSOCIATION. 

The principal object of the above Society 
is to promote the free-labour movement. Its 
funds are also appropriated to assisting the 
working friends of the African race in their 
occasional appeals to the public in cases of 
special emergency, to the securing of at least 
one anti-slavery jecture every year, and to 
circulating anti-slavery papers and books 
with a view to keep up an interest in the 
cause of Emancipation. The articles of fancy 
work made by the ladies are sent to one or 
other of the anti-slavery Bazaars held on both 
sides of the Atlantic. The Society has just 
issued its Fourth Annual Report. 


LEEDS ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION. 
In the May number of the Anti-Slavery Re- 


porter we gave an account of the eee 
at the Sacsal Annual Meeting of the chore 
named Society. We have now to notice its 
Second Annual Report. 

The Committee refer to the project of 
raising a fund of 300J. to offer two prizes on 
“The best and speediest method of abolishi 
negro Slavery,” of which fund about 80/. 
are still wanting. They also dwell upon 


the following as amongst the most pro- 
minent proceedings of the Society during the 
last year: resolutions signed by the Mayor 


of Leeds, embodying a protest against the 
Nebraska measure, ae which ware copied 
into pro-slavery and anti-slavery American 
newspapers : the reception of the Rev. 8. R. 
Ward, who delivered an address on behalf of 
the Society ; of Mrs. Follen, who furnished 
the Committee with much information on the 
decided effect of British anti-slavery sym- 
pathy and of the opinions of the British press 
upon the public mind of America: the send- 
ing of a deputation to the Conference con- 
vened by the North-of-England Anti-Slavery 
and India Reform , and to that called 
by the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society : the publication in tract form, by the 
Committee, of E. Baines’s Letter to the 
Editors of Newspapers in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, and the issue of a tract in German, 
entitled A few words to Emigrants, of which 
10,000 were distributed, the effort having 
been promoted by a special subscription. 
The Committee also refer to the visit of Mr. 
Parker Pillsbury, and to the information they 
derived from him, on the general subject of 
anti-slavery and pro-slavery proceedings in 
the United States. The Committee con- 
clude by making an appeal for an increase 
of subscribers, feeling that there is a growing 
necessity for strengthening the hands of 
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Thus through the night till morn, 
And beating in sorrow her breast ; 
A Slave-mother sat, though weary and worn, 
Rocking her infant to rest. 
Hush! hush! hush! 
Sleep, babe! but oh, never wake! 
The woe that’s for me is in store for thee: 
Die, babe! though thy mother’s heart break. 
Louis ALEx1s CHAMEROYVZOW. 
27 New Broad Street, London, 
12th October 1855. 


The foregoing poem has been contributed 
to a collection of “Autographs for Free- 
dom,” being made by Wilson Armistead, 
Esq., and which it is intended shall be litho- 
— and bound up in quarto volumes, to 

isposed of for the benefit of the anti- 
slavery cause. The writer will be happy to 
receive and forward any others, or they may 
be sent direct to Mr. Armistead, Water Hall, 
Leeds. Her Majesty Queen Victoria has, it 
appears, contributed to this collection, as have 
many other illustrious perso and nu- 
merous well-known friends to the cause. 








WEST AFRICA. 


WE subjoin the following extracts from the 
October number of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Notices. The subject of West Africa has re- 
cently attracted considerable attention, in 
consequence of the proceedings of the British 
authorities against the natives, and is likely 
to be made the topic of renewed parliamentary 
discussion. It must be interesting to the 
friends of the negro race to receive informa- 
tion which exhibits the progress which the 
negro is making, on his native soil, in the arts 
of civilized life. 


THE GOLD COAST AND DAHOMEY. 

“The great desideratum for Whydah, just 
now, is a suitable chapel, such an one as could be 
. erected for about from 4007. to 5007. Such a 
step as this would give the Mission a high stand- 
ing there, and would speedily, in all probability, 
lead to grand results in the raising up of a church 
and =a. there. 

**Then, indeed, we may bid farewell to the 
slave-trade there, as there would soon be too 
large a flood of light pouring into that city of 
slave-barracoons to admit of the continued ex- 
istence of such a curse. The population of 
Whydah is estimated at 18,000 souls. O that 
some of the wealthy friends in England, who 
have ever shewn such exalted sympathy towards 
the poor victims of the slave-trade, would now 
kindly come forward and give us special aid in 
erecting, on that site of so many scenes of dark- 
ness, a temple for the worship of the living God ! 
What a spot would Whydah be for a Buxton 
Chapel! How sublimely interes:ing would be 
such a circumstance! Judging from the present 
aspect of the work there, as to the ready dispo- 
sition of the masses of the people to listen to the 
word of life, a chapel of such dimensions as about 
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sixty feet by thirty would be no sooner erected 
than filled with attentive listeners to the word of 
sa * x x % 

* Another very interesting feature in the con- 
duct of the King of Dahomey, at this time, is his 
anxiety to have English legal trade greatly in- 
creased at Whydah. 

‘“*Mr. Dawson informs me, that, within the past 
few weeks, the king has sent expressly to certain 
ship-owners in Liverpool, entreating them to open 
an extensive business at Whydah ; assuring them 
of due protection, on his part, of their interests 
under such circumstances, and offering them, as 
a reason for his application, his desire to meet 
entirely the wishes of the Queen of England re~ 
lative to the suppression of the slave-trade ; and 
very sensibly calling their attention to the cir- 
cumstance of his requiring an extensive legal 
trade between his country and England, to ena~ 
bs him to put an entire stop to that which is 
illegal. ~ ; 

ST may hastily remark, in conclusion, that his 
recent correspondence with the Foreign Office in 
London, which arose out of our visit to him last 
year, seems to be having a salutary effect upon 
his mind; and that a full and entire answer to 
Lord Clarendon’s letter is the chief object for 
which he is so anxious to see me just now. I will 
only, further, repeat my remark in my letter to 
the Committee on my return from Dahomey last 
year, namely, that the king will eventually make 
any and every possible sacrifice of present pecu- 
niary advantage from the slave-trade, to secure 
the friendship and respect of, and extensive com- 
merce with, Fh : 

SIERRA LEONE. 

“It will be gratifying to you to learn that 
some seizures in the slave-trade department have 
recently been made. H.M.S. the Ferret ca 
tured at Rio Pongas a fine brig, fitted up for 
conveyance of slaves. The captain found no 
slaves on board, and only one of the crew: the 
rest, it was said, were on shore, making prepa- 
ration for the shipment of their human cargo. 
And about a month upwards of forty poor 
creatures, siebiesine dite of the Kono tribe, 
were delivered from bondage in a most remarkable 
manner. It appears that some Mandingoes were 
conveying them from the Shebro country to Bul- 
lom, and in passing Sierra Leone one of their ca- 
noes received so much damage as to render it 
necessary for them to pull for the shore without 
delay. They landed near to Goderich, a place 
about six miles from Freetown, and immediately 
sent off a canoe to acquaint their countrymen 
with their situation, and request assistance. In 
the mean time they hid themselves in the bush 
near the above-named village, where they re- 
mained for some time without being perceived by 
the people. But fortunately one of the slaves 
managed to effect his escape, and, of course, let 
out the secret. The constable proceeded at once 
to the place, seized the slaves, and brought them 
to Freetown. One of them has since died from 
the ill-treatment received during the voyage in 
the canoe: the rest are still here, where they are 
properly attended to. How providential the de- 
liverance of these unfortunate beings from de- 
grading and perhaps perpetual bondage ! 
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‘“‘ They were only just discovered in time ; for 
the very day after that of their deliverance the 
canoe which had been despatched returned with 
others to carry them off.” 








BRITISH ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS. 


BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGRO FRIEND’S 
SOCIETY. 


Tuts Society has recently issued its Thirtieth 
Annual Report. It may interest many of 
our readers to learn that it was one of the 
first Anti-slavery Associations “ ever esta- 
blished,” having members and correspondents 
in every part of the country, and that it 
materially assisted in the emancipation of the 
slaves in our West-India colonies. With the 
passing of that Act, however, the Society did 
not consider their duties at an end, but rather 
that it was imperative on them to pursue 
their labours, by seeking to educate and im- 
prove the descendants of those Africans who 
suffered such grievous wrongs whilst England 
was a slave-trading nation. In their Report, 
the Committee state that “their correspon- 
dence with many zealous missionaries gives 
them encouragement to believe that the assis- 
tance they render is both important and highly 
appreciated ; and they are personally ac- 
eons with others, whom they would be 
thankful to help, if the income of the Society 
permitted. Seven pounds per annum is about 
the sum required for the salary of a youn 
coloured person who is competent to teac 
needle-work, and which is an addition much 
needéd ; in the Girls’ Schools especially.” 
The Committee also lay great stress on 
the immense support given to the Slave sys- 
tem of the United States, by the consumption 
of her cotton in this country, and urge it as 
“a great duty on the abolitionists and phil- 
anthropists of Great Britain, to promote by 
every means in their power the cultivation 
of free-grown cotton, especially in India.” 
They express much satistaction in ‘the fact 
“that the principle of abstinence from slave 
produce was strongly recommended by one 
of the rules of the Society at its formation in 
1825 ;” and allude to its records to shew, 
“that in that and the three subsequent years, 
about 20,000 families in Birmingham were 
called upon in order to recommend them to 
carry out this principle; one,” the Committee 
proceed to state, “ adopted to so large an ex- 
tent during the struggle for the abolition of 
the African Slave-trade, that Tuomas Ciark- 
SON computed there were at that time 300,000 
ersons who abstained from the use of West- 
ndia sugar.” They add that “this rule was 
brought under the notice of Mrs. Srows, 
when the Committee presented an address to 
her, on her visit to Birmingham ; and its im- 
portance was fully set forth in PRorgssor 
Stowe’s reply.” Reference is likewise made 
to the “ Tribute” of 1800/. presented to. Mrs. 
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Stowe for anti-slavery purposes, the great 
proportion of the labour connected with the 
raising of which was performed by a com- 


mittee of Birmingham ladies appointed by 
the Society. 


WALTHAMSTOW LADIES’ ANTI-SLAVERY 
| ASSOCIATION. 

The principal object of the above Society 
is to promote the free-labour movement. Its 
funds are also appropriated to assisting the 
working friends of the African race in their 
occasional appeals to the public in cases of 
special emergency, to the securing of at least 
one anti-slavery lecture every year, and to 
circulating anti-slavery papers and books 
with a view to keep up an interest in the 
cause of Emancipation. The articles of fancy 
work made by the ladies are sent to one or 
other of the anti-slavery Bazaars held on both 
sides of the Atlantic. ‘he Society has just 
issued its Fourth Annual Report. 


LEEDS ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION. _ 
In the May number of the Anti-Slavery Re- 


porter we gave an account of the ——e 
at the Second Annual Meeting of the above- 


named Society. We have now to notice its 
Second Annual Report. 

The Committee refer to the project of 
raising a fund of 3001, to offer two pense on 
“The best and speediest method of a ~~] 
negro Slavery,” of which fund about 80/. 
are still wanting. They also dwell upon 
the following as amongst the most pro- 
minent proceedings of the Society during the 
last year: resolutions signed by the Mayor 
of Leeds, embodying a protest against the 
Nebraska measure, and which were copied 
into pro-slavery and anti-slavery American 
te or : the reception of the Rev. 8S. R. 
Ward, who delivered an address on behalf of 
the Society ; of Mrs. Follen, who furnished 
the Committee with much information on the 
decided effect of British anti-slavery sym- 
pathy and of the opinions of the British press 
upon the public mind of America: the send- 
ing of a deputation to the Conference con- 
vened by the North-of-England Anti-Slavery 
and India Reform ue, and to that called 
by the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society : the publication in tract form, by the 
Committee, of E. Baines’s Letter to the 
Editors of Newspapers in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, and the issue of a tract in German, 
entitled A few words to Emigrants, of which 
10,000 were distributed, the effort having 
been promoted by a special subscription. 
The Committee also refer to the visit of Mr. 
Parker Pillsbury, and to the information they 
derived from him, on the general subject of 
anti-slavery and pro-slavery proceedings in 
the United States. The Committee con- 
clude by making an appeal for an increase 
of subscribers, feeling that there is a growing 
necessity for strengthening the hands of 
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the American Abolitionists by sympathy and 
encouragement from this side of the Atlantic. 
- The ‘Society has recently started a new 
publication, entitled The Anti-Slavery Pilot, 
which it is intended shall contain “a selec- 
tion of items illustrative of American Slave- 
ry; sentiments opposed to it; facts deno- 
ting the progress of freedom, or of general 
interest in the anti-slavery movement.” It 
will be published for gratuitous circulation 
amongst editors of newspapers, and contri- 
butions in aid of this novel enterprise are 
solicited by the Committee. The first num- 
ber has been forwarded to us. It is just the 
sort of sheet one would read when others of 
greater size would be thrown aside. 
The following resolutions were passed at 
a Committee meeting, held on the 25th of 
September last : 


“I. That this Committee feels called upon to 
record its deep regret at the loss sustained to the 
Anti-slavery cause, by the decease of their late 
highly-esteemed friend, J. B. Estuin, Esq., of 
Bristol, so long known to many of us as the unwa- 
vering friend of the oppressed slave, labouring in- 
cessantly for the release of the down-trodden sons 
of Africa, whose rights he nobly advocated by voice 
and by his pen; by whose kind permission, and 
assisted by his liberality, our Association was 
enabled to issue a large edition of his admirable 
little treatise, A Brief Notice of American Slave- 
ry. Though the anti-slavery cause has sus- 
tained an unspeakable loss in the removal of our 
valued friend from his earthly scene of activity, 
we rejoice in the belief that he now realizes the 
high reward of his labours. 

“II, That we fully sympathise with Passmore 
Williamson in his present undeserved sufferings, 
—a prisoner in the common gaol at Philadelphia, 
for assisting a woman and her twochildren to assert 
their right of freedom, according to the laws of 
the Free (?) States. On the other hand, we feel 
bound to deprecate those iniquitous laws of the 
Free (?) States, which have led to the imprison- 
ment of a man who is acquitted by God and his 
own conscience of having done any wrong, and 
which compel her Judges to countenance and assist 
the owners and traffickers in flesh and blood. 

“III. That the common newspaper being a 
most effective medium of circulating information, 
and of creating public opinion, and considering 
the extended opportunities now offered by the 
increase of newspaper issues consequent upon the 
removal of the stamp duty, that this Association, 
as a means of spreading widely anti-slavery in- 
formation and sentiment, print an occasional 
sheet of short anti-slavery items, to be entitled 
The Anti-slavery Pilot; and forward the same 
gratuitously to newspaper editors, for their in- 
sertion as paragraphs. The papers to be printed 
about once in two months, under the direction of 
the Committee. 

* Witson ARMISTEAD, 
‘* Corresponding Secretary.” 


EDINBURGH SERIES OF ANTI-SLAVERY 
TRACTS, 


We are informed that the idea of issuing a 
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new series of anti-slavery tracts has occurred 
to Mrs. Ponsonby, the directress of a Journal 
entitled The Christian Family Advocate, as 
a means of extending the circulation of such 
articles in that paper as bear upon the present 
as of Slavery in America. The proceeds 
of the sales of these tracts are to be “ devoted 
to the expense of bringing out the series.” 
We have been favoured with the first, which 
is a reprint of the article that appeared in the 
‘Anti-Slavery Reporter of A ril 1853, on The 
Under-ground Railroad. It is published at 
1d., or 6s. 6d. per hundred. It also con- 
tains the poem written by the late Dr. Wm. 
Beattie immediately after the Anti-Slavery 
Convention held in London in 1840, and 
addressed “To the Poets of America.” We 

t that we have not room for a more ex- 
tended notice this month. 


CLOGHER ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION. 


We have received a brief notice of an Anti- 
slavery féte which was held on the 8th of 
August ult. at Killifaddy, the seat of Captain 
Maxwell. The company began to assemble 
at noon, and continued to arrive until three 
at which hour about two hundred ladies and 

tlemen, belonging to the principal families 
in the neighbourhood, had arrived. A bazaar 
was held in one of the drawing-rooms, the sales 
at which realized upwards of 261., the greater 
part of which was to be carried into the funds 
of the Society. Addresses were delivered by 
eae Allen, arog S ange ad Esq., royal 
Horni . J. P. Wm. Scott . M.D. 
and W Mand Esq. J.P. = , 

We have not received any official report of 
the proceedings of the Society, which is, we 
believe, as yet quite in its infancy. 


FINTONA ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


This is a branch of the Clogher Anti-Slave 
Association. It was inaugurated on the 15t 
ultimo, at a meeting of the gentry and in- 
habitants of Fintona, held in the Wesleyan 
Chapel of that town, Charles Eccles, Esq., 
presiding. We regret that our limited space 
precludes us from giving more than the re- 
solutions, which were very ably supported, 
and passed unanimously. 

The following was the first resolution. It 
was moved by the Rev. Henry Tottenham, 
and seconded by David Lindsay, Esq. : 

** That Slavery is contrary to the principles of 
Christianity, humanity, and justice.” 

The second resolution was proposed by the 
Rev. Thomas Maunsell, and seconded by 
Mr. Finlay Buchanan. It was as follows : 

“That it is the duty of all to promote the im- 
mediate abolition of Slavery.” 


The third resolution was moved by Dr. 
Robinson and seconded by Mr. Robert Bu- 
chanan. It was as follows: 


“That we co-operate with the Clogher Anti- 
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Slavery Society in affording aid to various organi- 
zations established in America and elsewhere, to 
further the anti-slavery cause.” 


A vote of thanks to the Chairman con- 
cluded this very interesting meeting. 


SCOTTISH REMONSTRANCE AGAINST SLAVERY. 


We have received the following communi- 
cation from an Edinburgh correspondent, 
which we have much pleasure in inserting, 
and hope the effect of this remonstrance 
will be to encou similar efforts in other 
directions. We believe it emanated from the 
Edinburgh Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society. 


‘Tt may be recollected, that some time since a 
remonstrance from the people of Scotland to the 
people of America, on the subject of Slavery, was 
signed by ministers of religion and others on be- 
half of 40,000 remonstrants. It was subsequently 
transmitted to the care of the Rev. Samuel May, 
junior, general agent for the American Anti- 
Slavery Society, along with a sum of money to be 
employed in procuring the insertion of the re- 
monstrance in the newspapers of the Slave States. 
This Mr. May had endeavoured to do, but with- 
out success, the proprietors evidently judging that 
the friendly remonstrance of our countrymen 
would be considered an incendiary publication in 
the Southern States. The remonstrance was, 
however, inserted in many of the Northern papers, 
and alluded to with satisfaction at the late anni- 
versary meeting of the American Anti-Slavery 
Society in New York, and also read by Mr. 
May at the recent anniversary of the New- 
England Anti-Slavery Convention held at Boston. 
An unanimous resolution, which we subjoin, was 

by the Convention, and from the gratitude 
with which such efforts are received by the tried 
friends of the slave in America, we trust our 
friends here will be encouraged in still further 
promoting the cause in this country. The reso- 
lution is as follows : 

“+ Resolved that the warmest thanks of the 
Converition be given to the ministers, churches, 
and people of Scotland, for their address to 
the people of the United States on the subject 
of Slavery, so fraternal in its spirit, so un- 
exceptionable in its language, so faithful in its 
reproof, so timely in its appeal, that it cannot fail 
to make a deep impression on the American con- 
science wherever it is read; and that we shall 
gladly do what we may to secure for it a wide 
circulation.’” 





Avbertisements. 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS’ PAPER, 


We have much pleasure in calling attention 
to the above-named newspaper, and in re- 
commending it as one which every Anti- 
slavery Society in Great Britain should take 
in» Its special claims upon British abo- 
litionists, generally, are extremely well set 
forth in the subjoined advertisement, and 
we shall be happy to learn that it is gaining 
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favour. The eighth volume is now in course 
of completion. 


This is a weekly anti-slavery journal of much 
ability, published in Rochester, N.Y., and is the 
organ of the coloured people of the United States. 
It is the only newspaper in America owned by a 
coloured man, who has been himself a fugitive 
slave ; and its own intrinsic merit, as well as the 
interest of the Abolition cause generally, require 
that, above every other anti-slavery journal, it 
should be sustained. Its great object, next to 
promoting the emancipation of the slave, is the 
elevation of the free coloured Americans,- on 
whom it inculcates self-exertion, self-reliance, 
and mental culture, as essential towards their 
attaining their due position in society. It aims 
to develop amongst them a taste for reading and 
writing, by freely admitting into its columns the 
first literary compositions of an uncultivated 
people; at the same time setting forth the ad- 
vantages that would accrue from the raising up 
of an artisan class amongst them. Though it is 
especially the organ of the cfloured people, it is 
by no means exclusively so. Philanthropists 
make it the channel of communicating their sen- 
timents to the public; and articles on general 
literature appear from time to time in its co- 
lumns. The city of Rochester, through which 
passes the Great Western Railway, is situated a 
few miles from Lake Ontario, on the Erie Canal, 
in the direct route from the region of southern 
bondage to the land of British freedom; where 
the panting fugitive looks for, what to him ap- 
pears the greatest happiness on earth, a safe and 
a free home. It will be remembered, that some 
years ago, Frederick Douglass, the editor of this 
paper, lectured extensively in this country, and 
was everywhere recognised as an able and elo- 
quent advocate of the cause of the American 
slave. The paper has been taken by many in 
this country from the commencement. A further 
accession of names is deemed highly desirable, as 
conducing to its support, and at the same time 
extending in this country authentic information 
on the great question which must continue to 
agitate the American Republic until Slavery shall 
cease to exist. The following gentlemen will re- 
ceive the names of those who may be dis to 
subscribe for the paper, namely: Rev. 

Swan, Balsall Heath; J. C. Woodbill, Charlotte 
Road; Henry Manton, Great Charles Street ; 
and Edmund Sturge, Wheeley’s Hill. 


We append, from a recent number of the 
above paper, an interesting extract, which 
will serve as an illustration of the quality of 
the editorial matter. It bears the title of 


THE FREE LABOUR MOVEMENT. 

‘One of the saddest features of American 
Slavery is its mournful reaction upon the whole 
country, both North and South. Its influence 
surrounds us like the atmosphere. We gather 
around the social board, and one of the first 
things which meets our gaze, is some luxury 
wrung from the reluctant, trembling hands of the 
crushed and weary slave. We enter the ward- 
robe, and the sighs and groans of the slave are 
lingering around the seams of our clothes, and 
floating amid the folds of our garments. But 
who will say, when Carolina’s rice, with snowy 
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whiteness, tempts the taste, perhaps the hands that 

thered this were severed from some loved and 
lost embrace? Who will gaze upon the manufac- 
tured cotton, and see the stain, the slain of blood 
and tears upon its warp and woof? Who will look 
beneath the delicate proportions of the sugar- 
cane, and see the stinging and clotted lash, and 
on their surface trace the agony of tears? Our 
moral influence against Slavery must be weak- 
ened, our testimony diluted, if, while we denounce 
Slavery as robbery of the basest kind, oppression 
of the most shameful stamp, an ion upon 
the very citadel of life, robbing a human heart of 
its liberty and rights, its energies and manhood, 
we are constantly demanding rice from the 
swamps, cotton from the plantations, and sugar 
from the deadly mills, even if every rood and 
acre, on which they grew, had been the scene of 
outrage, injustice, and crime; even if the soil on 
which they were raised were red with blood and 
wet with servile tears; even if desolate bosoms 
were trampled upon to produce them, bleeding or 
weary hearts crushed to procure them. Taking 
this view of the matter, we may hail -the free- 
labour movement as a harbinger of hope, an 
ensign of pr and a means of proving the 
consistency of our principles, and the earnest- 
ness of our zeal. By so doing we may prove 
to the South that we not only denounce Slavery as 
robbery and piracy, but we are endeavouring to 
shake our hands from sharing in its spoils and 
participating in its crimes. so doing, may 
we not set influences at work to girdle the deadly 
upas of Slavery, and compel it to wither and die 
for want of sustenance and support? And 
under the auspices of free and intelligent labour 
the South may yet blossom and bloom like the 
rose, and Slavery cease to write upon the land, 
‘ Cursed is the ground for my sake!’ ” 


L. A. Chamerovzow, 27, New Broad Street, 
will also receive the names of new Sub- 
cribers. 
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SECOND EDITION. 

N , price One Shilling, : 
Tc" naw 
SLAVE LIFE IN GEORGIA; 


BEING THE NARRATIVE OF 


JOHN BROWN, 
A Fugitive Slave now in England. 
EDITED BY 
L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, 
Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

The narrative under notice is highly interesting. 

His (the narrator’s) account of the way in whic 


he escaped from Slavery is curious and striking. 
—John O’ Groat's Journal. 


A work which, if Uncle Tom's Cabin or the 
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Key had not been written, would excite very con- 
siderable sensation....... The narrative is 
written in a calm, moderate spirit, and with 
great ease and elegance.— Banner of Ulster. 

It bears internal evidence of being substantially 
true, being consistent with other testimonies of 
fugitive slaves, while containing sufficient diversity 
of circumstances to mark its individuality. 
— Anti-Slavery Advocate. 

To understand what American Slavery really 
is, people should read a narrative like the one 
before us: a narrative which lays bare the inner 
life of Slavery: which reveals the dark secrets of 
the prison-house: which contains a plain and 
detailed record of that system which no traveller, 
no politician, no philanthropist even: no one, 
in fact, but aslave, can fully describe.— The Empire. 

A volume worthy of —* side by side with 
the narratives of Douglass, Pennington, Wells 
Brown, and others.— British Banner. 

It is free from the failings often to be found in 
similar auto-biographies ; and our readers will 
find that a perusal will repay them for the time 
employed. The work is a small one, very inter- 
esting, and easily read.— The Friend. 

We have, in this little volume, a picture of 
Slave Life in Georgia, so full of wanton atroci- 
ties and inhuman horrors, as to eclipse even the 
lucid colouring over-shadowing the pictures of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin.—Dispatch. 

If any of our readers were disposed to doubt 
Mrs. Stowe’s representations in Uncle Tom's 
Cabin, or the confirmations supplied in the Key 
to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, they will find, in tbe book 
before us, statements sufficient to remove their 
incredulity.— Empire. 

The work before us contains details that are 
not exceeded, either in interest or atrocity, by 
any thing within the pages of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s world-renowned Uncle Tom. — British 
Friend. 

No book which we ever read, except Uncle 
Tom's Cabin harrowed our feelings so thoroughly, 
or stimulated our hatred to Slavery more keenly. 
Contrary to our usage in reviewing, we intend to 
resume records of thrilling sorrow, generous be- 
nevolence, and outrageous oppressions, never sur- 

.—Christian Weekly News, 29th February. 

The book abounds with incidents, and is one 
of no ordinary interest. As a plain, unvarnished 
narrative, it is well worthy of perusal.— Hastings 
News. 





THE NATIONAL ERA. 


Parties in England intending to subscribe to the 
National Era, an Anti-Slavery Weekly News- 
paper, published at Washington, U. S., may for- 
ward their subscriptions, with their name and 
address, to L A. Chamerovzow, No. 27, New 
Broad Street, London. 

Terms of subscription 12s. 6d. per annum, 
ost free. ’ 
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